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5-STAR HOTEL
TO DOUBLE
INSIZE YORK’S only five-star hotel is set

to double in size through a £15
million investment that will cre-
ate 45 jobs and 107 new rooms.

The owner of the Grand Hotel
& Spa, formerly the Cedar Court
Grand, has bought a neighbour-
ing empty office block, which it
plans to turn into an extension of
its historic Grade II listed hotel in
Station Rise.
• Turn to Page 5

BY LAURA KNOWLSON
Business editor
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Mother
arrested
over child
cruelty
A MOTHER has been
arrested on suspicion of
child cruelty after concerns
were raised for the safety of
her children.
Paramedics called police to

a property in the north of
York at 8.30am on Tuesday
when the alarm was raised
for the children’s welfare,
and they are now being
cared for by social services.
The 29-year-old woman was

taken into custody.
It is believed one of the chil-
dren had been unintention-
ally hurt by another child,
when washing powder was
poured over their head.
Yorkshire Ambulance

Service would not confirm
whether any of the young-
sters were taken to hospital,
nor say who called the emer-
gency services.
The mum was arrested at

9.15am at the home on sus-
picion of child cruelty and
possessing cannabis and is
currently being questioned
by police officers.

£15m investment to create 45 new jobs

ABOVE: An artist’s impression
showing Roman House office
block in Rougier Street, York,
which the Cedar Court Hotel
wants to convert into 107
rooms

RIGHT: Hotel manager Maria
Florou outside Roman House

Picture: Nigel Holland
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The BID to keep
York competing

ByLauraKnowlson
Business Editor

laura.knowlson@thepress.co.uk

MORE than 1,000 businesses in York
city centre are being consulted over
plans to raise almost £4.4 million over
the next five years to improve the
city’s economic environment.

Stakeholders were invited yester-
day to the official launch of the York
Business Improvement District (BID)
consultation phase, which will see
1,300 businesses within the inner ring
road asked for their views on the pro-
posals over the coming months.

If approved, the BID scheme will
raise in the region of £878,000 annu-
ally through imposing a levy on busi-
nesses, equating to one per cent of
the rateable value of their business.

The money will then be spent on
improvement schemes, jointly agreed
upon by business owners within the
BID.

Adam Sinclair, chairman of City
Team York, which is leading the
BID proposals, and managing direc-
tor of Mulberry Hall, said: “York is
largely thriving, but it does exist in

an increasingly-competitive market
place, and is facing increasing vul-
nerabilities.

“Alongside that there is a dimin-
ishing public purse. Gone are the
days when we can ask the council to
fund endless projects.

“We have got one chance in a gen-
eration to do this for York. I don’t
think we will get another round of
funding to create this launch. We
need to get this off the ground and
up and running now.”

The BID area covers all rate-pay-
ing businesses within the inner ring
road, as well as some areas facing it,
including Foss Islands, the Barbican
and the railway station.

The current proposals are to use
funds raised to address four ar-
eas; appearance and environment,
events and festivals, safety, and busi-
ness support.

Steve Hughes, who is leading the
consultation, said: “Feedback is re-
ally important for the BID to work
as finding out about issues facing
businesses in the city centre, and ad-
dressing them is what it’s all about.

“It’s a way of businesses working

together to get the improvements
they want to see. It’s about enabling
the businesses to take ownership of
the area in which they operate. If we
don’t do this now, its difficult to see
where the money is going to come
from to invest in the city centre.”

Delegates at the event heard there
are more than 200 BIDs currently in
operation in the UK including north-
ern cities such as Leeds, Newcastle,
Manchester and Sheffield.

The York proposals have already
received backing from HSBC, His-
cox, Boots and Aviva, as well as
independent companies, with Neil
Settersfield, manager of York’s Fen-
wick and Sophie Jewett, managing
director of York Cocoa House, both
speaking at the event to add their
support.

Consultation documents need to
be returned by May 31, after which
a business plan for the BID company
will be created.

A postal ballot will then be
launched in November, with a 51 per
cent vote in favour needed before a
not-for-profit BID company can be
created in April 2016.

SOUNDING OUT: The team behind the launch of the BID Consultation at the Aviva Building in York
Picture: Frank Dwyer

See More online

For the latest business
news and views go to
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PureNet in
European
awardwin
A YORK-BASED agency which
provides e-commerce solutions
for businesses has won a
European IT award.
PureNet, based in York Business
Park, took home an IT Europa
award after winning Vertical
Market Solution of the Year at the
IT Europa European Software
Excellence Awards 2015.
PureNet’s chief executive Paul
Gibson, and sales and marketing
director Paul Doherty,
represented the agency
alongside an audience of more
than 350 people from businesses
around Europe, with a total of 83
companies from 32 European
countries making the final
shortlist.
The solution that won the award,
which is PureNet’s fifth IT Europa
Award, was an online self-service
portal designed and built by
PureNet for client Albany
Assistance.
The solution picked up the award
due to its use of leading edge
technology to give Albany
Assistance a business
advantage.
Mr Gibson, said: “It is an honour
to have won our fifth IT Europa
Award and we are thrilled that our
Albany Assistance portal
solution has been recognised in
this fantastic way.”

Visitor boom
at theme park
NORTH Yorkshire visitor
attraction Lightwater Valley has
welcomed an 11 per cent increase
in year-on-year visitor numbers
over the Easter period.
The rise comes after a £350,000
investment in a new Jurassic
Adventure Golf course and
Vintage Car Rally ride, which are
due to open at the theme park
near Ripon in May.
Next month also sees the first
Adrenaline Weekend take place
with rally challenge, zip wire and
bungee jumping experiences.
Mark Bainbridge, general
manager at Lightwater Valley
said: “It’s been a really positive
start to the season with
thousands already visiting since
the gates opened at the end of
March.”

In association with
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Newsquest Media Group, a wholly 
owned subsidiary of US-based 
Gannett Co. Inc., is one of the 
UK’s largest regional newspaper 
publishers.

We serve our customers through: 

• 17 daily paid-for titles, more than 200 
weekly newspapers, magazines and trade 
publications, and a network of  
award-winning web sites 

• A weekly readership of more than  
13 million 

• A weekly circulation of more than  
10 million copies 

• A digital portfolio of newspaper and 
online-only brands which attract more than 
8.3 million Unique Visits a month 

• A network of more than 158 local 
newspaper and portal websites

• Approximately 5,000 employees 
• Six newspaper printing sites  
• Direct marketing and door-to-door delivery

Our vision
Consumers will choose Newsquest media for 
their news and information needs, anytime, 
anywhere, in any form.

Our mission
To successfully transform Newsquest to the 
new environment. We will provide must-have 
news and information on demand across 
all media, ever mindful of our journalistic 
responsibilities.

Newsquest’s objective is to have market-
leading brands disseminating local 
information in a number of different and 
simultaneous ways, which reflect the views 
and aspirations of the communities they 
serve. Our multi-media brands must be the 
authoritative source of information that 
customers can trust; being willing to listen but 
not afraid to question. 

Newsquest is market-led and technology-
driven and with all its products - both print 
and electronic - the Company’s aim is always 
to provide optimum service to customers.

Newsquest York has grown into a dynamic media business publishing several titles 
including a daily paid for newspaper, The Press, a weekly paid for newspaper, 
Gazette & Herald, and a glossy lifestyle magazine, Living.  To compliment print, The 
Press and Gazette & Herald have their own dedicated websites.  Newsquest York 
aims to offer readers and advertisers alike an unrivalled service throughout York and 
surrounding areas.

Newsquest Media Group |2
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• The Press is York’s best selling daily newspaper. More than  
17,342* people buy a copy every day and we outsell all   
regional titles in York.

• The Gazette & Herald is a market leader, reaching the majority of 
people in it’s main distribution area.  It offers unrivalled coverage 
in Malton and Pickering. 

• Dozens of journalists provide more local news in print and online 
than any other publisher, ensuring there are thousands of news 
stories, sports stories and features in print and online every week.

• Our stories are updated 24 hours a day, 7 days a week so  
our readers know that we provide the most up to date   
news and information.

• Your advertisement on our websites can reach a bigger audience 
than any other local publisher. We deliver over 10,131,924** page 
impressions to more than 2,517,279 unique visitors.

• Interact with your customers and advertise online to build your 
brand in the most engaging environment. We can deliver the 
right advertising campaign to the right audience in real time and 
provide detailed delivery statistics.

• With more than 144 years experience, we can help your business 
thrive with tailored advertising solutions. 

• We offer a free artwork and design service for your advertising 
and free advice and guidance on how to make your  
advertising work.

Source: *ABC (December 2015)   **Adobe Marketing Cloud March 2015

Why Advertise?

Why Advertise With Us? |3
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‘Behave, or you will be
barred from every pub’
LICENSEES are sending out a
united message to anyone who uses
violent or criminal behaviour in their
premises, by banning them from
every pub in Ryedale.
Members of the three Ryedale

Pubwatch schemes – Malton/Nor-
ton, Helmsley/Kirkbymoorside and
Pickering – have agreed to support
each other in an attempt to reduce
violent incidents and criminal or dis-
orderly behaviour in bars and pubs
in all five towns.
A “banned from one pub, banned

Picture: Anna Gowthorpe

Gazette
winners
A TOWN primary
school punched
above its weight to
win a new sports kit
courtesy of the
Gazette & Herald.
Helmsley Primary
School won the Win a
Sports Kit for Your
Local Team
competition after
collecting the most
tokens published in
the newspaper in
February and March.
The kit will be
provided by Emblazon
and is worth up to
£500.
School administrator
Helen Fisher said:
“We are thrilled to
have won and the
children were
delighted. The whole
community was
behind the school,
which was lovely and
we’re really grateful.”
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By Karen Darley
karen.darley@gazetteherald.co.uk
Twitter @KarenGazette

from all pubs” scheme is being
introduced and any person who
assaults a member of staff, assaults
a customer, uses or sells drugs, dam-
ages property or uses anti-social be-
haviour will be barred from entering
any venue that is a member of the
Pubwatch scheme for an indefinite
period, depending on the severity of
the incident.

Landlords and the police want to
promote a safe, secure environment
in all licensed premises to help
reduce alcohol-related crime.
Inspector Andy Everitt, head of

Ryedale police, said: “Owners and
staff working in pubs across Ryedale
are united in preventing incidents
of violence, disorder and anti-social
behaviour. Offenders should not
be surprised to find themselves ar-
rested and charged.”
Pubwatch members use a ring-

round system to share information

about criminal or disorderly behav-
iour quickly and efficiently with each
other and the police.
The police also provide photo-

graphs to assist staff in identifying
customers barred by Pubwatch.
Members meet regularly to discuss

issues relating to social responsibil-
ity and the safety of customers and
visitors to the area and will now be
looking at how licensees can work
together to create an environment
whereby all businesses can benefit

l Continued on page 2

Pubwatch steps up anti-violence campaign by introducing blanket ban

thepress.co.uk @yorkpress
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5-STAR HOTEL
TO DOUBLE
INSIZE YORK’S only five-star hotel is set

to double in size through a £15
million investment that will cre-
ate 45 jobs and 107 new rooms.

The owner of the Grand Hotel
& Spa, formerly the Cedar Court
Grand, has bought a neighbour-
ing empty office block, which it
plans to turn into an extension of
its historic Grade II listed hotel in
Station Rise.
• Turn to Page 5
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Mother
arrested
over child
cruelty
A MOTHER has been
arrested on suspicion of
child cruelty after concerns
were raised for the safety of
her children.
Paramedics called police to

a property in the north of
York at 8.30am on Tuesday
when the alarm was raised
for the children’s welfare,
and they are now being
cared for by social services.
The 29-year-old woman was

taken into custody.
It is believed one of the chil-
dren had been unintention-
ally hurt by another child,
when washing powder was
poured over their head.
Yorkshire Ambulance

Service would not confirm
whether any of the young-
sters were taken to hospital,
nor say who called the emer-
gency services.
The mum was arrested at

9.15am at the home on sus-
picion of child cruelty and
possessing cannabis and is
currently being questioned
by police officers.

£15m investment to create 45 new jobs

ABOVE: An artist’s impression
showing Roman House office
block in Rougier Street, York,
which the Cedar Court Hotel
wants to convert into 107
rooms

RIGHT: Hotel manager Maria
Florou outside Roman House

Picture: Nigel Holland
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The BID to keep
York competing

ByLauraKnowlson
Business Editor

laura.knowlson@thepress.co.uk

MORE than 1,000 businesses in York
city centre are being consulted over
plans to raise almost £4.4 million over
the next five years to improve the
city’s economic environment.

Stakeholders were invited yester-
day to the official launch of the York
Business Improvement District (BID)
consultation phase, which will see
1,300 businesses within the inner ring
road asked for their views on the pro-
posals over the coming months.

If approved, the BID scheme will
raise in the region of £878,000 annu-
ally through imposing a levy on busi-
nesses, equating to one per cent of
the rateable value of their business.

The money will then be spent on
improvement schemes, jointly agreed
upon by business owners within the
BID.

Adam Sinclair, chairman of City
Team York, which is leading the
BID proposals, and managing direc-
tor of Mulberry Hall, said: “York is
largely thriving, but it does exist in

an increasingly-competitive market
place, and is facing increasing vul-
nerabilities.

“Alongside that there is a dimin-
ishing public purse. Gone are the
days when we can ask the council to
fund endless projects.

“We have got one chance in a gen-
eration to do this for York. I don’t
think we will get another round of
funding to create this launch. We
need to get this off the ground and
up and running now.”

The BID area covers all rate-pay-
ing businesses within the inner ring
road, as well as some areas facing it,
including Foss Islands, the Barbican
and the railway station.

The current proposals are to use
funds raised to address four ar-
eas; appearance and environment,
events and festivals, safety, and busi-
ness support.

Steve Hughes, who is leading the
consultation, said: “Feedback is re-
ally important for the BID to work
as finding out about issues facing
businesses in the city centre, and ad-
dressing them is what it’s all about.

“It’s a way of businesses working

together to get the improvements
they want to see. It’s about enabling
the businesses to take ownership of
the area in which they operate. If we
don’t do this now, its difficult to see
where the money is going to come
from to invest in the city centre.”

Delegates at the event heard there
are more than 200 BIDs currently in
operation in the UK including north-
ern cities such as Leeds, Newcastle,
Manchester and Sheffield.

The York proposals have already
received backing from HSBC, His-
cox, Boots and Aviva, as well as
independent companies, with Neil
Settersfield, manager of York’s Fen-
wick and Sophie Jewett, managing
director of York Cocoa House, both
speaking at the event to add their
support.

Consultation documents need to
be returned by May 31, after which
a business plan for the BID company
will be created.

A postal ballot will then be
launched in November, with a 51 per
cent vote in favour needed before a
not-for-profit BID company can be
created in April 2016.

SOUNDING OUT: The team behind the launch of the BID Consultation at the Aviva Building in York
Picture: Frank Dwyer

See More online

For the latest business
news and views go to
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PureNet in
European
awardwin
A YORK-BASED agency which
provides e-commerce solutions
for businesses has won a
European IT award.
PureNet, based in York Business
Park, took home an IT Europa
award after winning Vertical
Market Solution of the Year at the
IT Europa European Software
Excellence Awards 2015.
PureNet’s chief executive Paul
Gibson, and sales and marketing
director Paul Doherty,
represented the agency
alongside an audience of more
than 350 people from businesses
around Europe, with a total of 83
companies from 32 European
countries making the final
shortlist.
The solution that won the award,
which is PureNet’s fifth IT Europa
Award, was an online self-service
portal designed and built by
PureNet for client Albany
Assistance.
The solution picked up the award
due to its use of leading edge
technology to give Albany
Assistance a business
advantage.
Mr Gibson, said: “It is an honour
to have won our fifth IT Europa
Award and we are thrilled that our
Albany Assistance portal
solution has been recognised in
this fantastic way.”

Visitor boom
at theme park
NORTH Yorkshire visitor
attraction Lightwater Valley has
welcomed an 11 per cent increase
in year-on-year visitor numbers
over the Easter period.
The rise comes after a £350,000
investment in a new Jurassic
Adventure Golf course and
Vintage Car Rally ride, which are
due to open at the theme park
near Ripon in May.
Next month also sees the first
Adrenaline Weekend take place
with rally challenge, zip wire and
bungee jumping experiences.
Mark Bainbridge, general
manager at Lightwater Valley
said: “It’s been a really positive
start to the season with
thousands already visiting since
the gates opened at the end of
March.”
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& Co
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Circulation and Readership Summary |4

The Press: Morning, daily paid for publication (Mon.-Sat.)
Circulation:  17,342*

Readership:  46,206**

Online Weekly Reach: 629,319****

Total Combined Weekly Audience: 126,678*****

Gazette & Herald: Weekly paid for publication (Wednesday)
Circulation:  8,556******

Readership:  23,998**

Online Weekly Reach: 12,902****

Total Combined Weekly Audience: 25,932*****

Living: Free monthly lifestyle publication
Distribution: 15,000*** 

Northern Farmer: Paid for monthly publication
Distribution:  10,000*** (3,000 direct mailings to farmers across the 

northern regions, 7,000 copies distributed to specifically 
targeted agricultural outlets and auction marts.)
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‘Behave, or you will be
barred from every pub’
LICENSEES are sending out a
united message to anyone who uses
violent or criminal behaviour in their
premises, by banning them from
every pub in Ryedale.
Members of the three Ryedale

Pubwatch schemes – Malton/Nor-
ton, Helmsley/Kirkbymoorside and
Pickering – have agreed to support
each other in an attempt to reduce
violent incidents and criminal or dis-
orderly behaviour in bars and pubs
in all five towns.
A “banned from one pub, banned

Picture: Anna Gowthorpe

Gazette
winners
A TOWN primary
school punched
above its weight to
win a new sports kit
courtesy of the
Gazette & Herald.
Helmsley Primary
School won the Win a
Sports Kit for Your
Local Team
competition after
collecting the most
tokens published in
the newspaper in
February and March.
The kit will be
provided by Emblazon
and is worth up to
£500.
School administrator
Helen Fisher said:
“We are thrilled to
have won and the
children were
delighted. The whole
community was
behind the school,
which was lovely and
we’re really grateful.”
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from all pubs” scheme is being
introduced and any person who
assaults a member of staff, assaults
a customer, uses or sells drugs, dam-
ages property or uses anti-social be-
haviour will be barred from entering
any venue that is a member of the
Pubwatch scheme for an indefinite
period, depending on the severity of
the incident.

Landlords and the police want to
promote a safe, secure environment
in all licensed premises to help
reduce alcohol-related crime.
Inspector Andy Everitt, head of

Ryedale police, said: “Owners and
staff working in pubs across Ryedale
are united in preventing incidents
of violence, disorder and anti-social
behaviour. Offenders should not
be surprised to find themselves ar-
rested and charged.”
Pubwatch members use a ring-

round system to share information

about criminal or disorderly behav-
iour quickly and efficiently with each
other and the police.
The police also provide photo-

graphs to assist staff in identifying
customers barred by Pubwatch.
Members meet regularly to discuss

issues relating to social responsibil-
ity and the safety of customers and
visitors to the area and will now be
looking at how licensees can work
together to create an environment
whereby all businesses can benefit

l Continued on page 2

Pubwatch steps up anti-violence campaign by introducing blanket ban
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5-STAR HOTEL
TO DOUBLE
INSIZE YORK’S only five-star hotel is set

to double in size through a £15
million investment that will cre-
ate 45 jobs and 107 new rooms.

The owner of the Grand Hotel
& Spa, formerly the Cedar Court
Grand, has bought a neighbour-
ing empty office block, which it
plans to turn into an extension of
its historic Grade II listed hotel in
Station Rise.
• Turn to Page 5
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Mother
arrested
over child
cruelty
A MOTHER has been
arrested on suspicion of
child cruelty after concerns
were raised for the safety of
her children.
Paramedics called police to

a property in the north of
York at 8.30am on Tuesday
when the alarm was raised
for the children’s welfare,
and they are now being
cared for by social services.
The 29-year-old woman was

taken into custody.
It is believed one of the chil-
dren had been unintention-
ally hurt by another child,
when washing powder was
poured over their head.
Yorkshire Ambulance

Service would not confirm
whether any of the young-
sters were taken to hospital,
nor say who called the emer-
gency services.
The mum was arrested at

9.15am at the home on sus-
picion of child cruelty and
possessing cannabis and is
currently being questioned
by police officers.

£15m investment to create 45 new jobs

ABOVE: An artist’s impression
showing Roman House office
block in Rougier Street, York,
which the Cedar Court Hotel
wants to convert into 107
rooms

RIGHT: Hotel manager Maria
Florou outside Roman House
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The BID to keep
York competing

ByLauraKnowlson
Business Editor

laura.knowlson@thepress.co.uk

MORE than 1,000 businesses in York
city centre are being consulted over
plans to raise almost £4.4 million over
the next five years to improve the
city’s economic environment.

Stakeholders were invited yester-
day to the official launch of the York
Business Improvement District (BID)
consultation phase, which will see
1,300 businesses within the inner ring
road asked for their views on the pro-
posals over the coming months.

If approved, the BID scheme will
raise in the region of £878,000 annu-
ally through imposing a levy on busi-
nesses, equating to one per cent of
the rateable value of their business.

The money will then be spent on
improvement schemes, jointly agreed
upon by business owners within the
BID.

Adam Sinclair, chairman of City
Team York, which is leading the
BID proposals, and managing direc-
tor of Mulberry Hall, said: “York is
largely thriving, but it does exist in

an increasingly-competitive market
place, and is facing increasing vul-
nerabilities.

“Alongside that there is a dimin-
ishing public purse. Gone are the
days when we can ask the council to
fund endless projects.

“We have got one chance in a gen-
eration to do this for York. I don’t
think we will get another round of
funding to create this launch. We
need to get this off the ground and
up and running now.”

The BID area covers all rate-pay-
ing businesses within the inner ring
road, as well as some areas facing it,
including Foss Islands, the Barbican
and the railway station.

The current proposals are to use
funds raised to address four ar-
eas; appearance and environment,
events and festivals, safety, and busi-
ness support.

Steve Hughes, who is leading the
consultation, said: “Feedback is re-
ally important for the BID to work
as finding out about issues facing
businesses in the city centre, and ad-
dressing them is what it’s all about.

“It’s a way of businesses working

together to get the improvements
they want to see. It’s about enabling
the businesses to take ownership of
the area in which they operate. If we
don’t do this now, its difficult to see
where the money is going to come
from to invest in the city centre.”

Delegates at the event heard there
are more than 200 BIDs currently in
operation in the UK including north-
ern cities such as Leeds, Newcastle,
Manchester and Sheffield.

The York proposals have already
received backing from HSBC, His-
cox, Boots and Aviva, as well as
independent companies, with Neil
Settersfield, manager of York’s Fen-
wick and Sophie Jewett, managing
director of York Cocoa House, both
speaking at the event to add their
support.

Consultation documents need to
be returned by May 31, after which
a business plan for the BID company
will be created.

A postal ballot will then be
launched in November, with a 51 per
cent vote in favour needed before a
not-for-profit BID company can be
created in April 2016.

SOUNDING OUT: The team behind the launch of the BID Consultation at the Aviva Building in York
Picture: Frank Dwyer

See More online

For the latest business
news and views go to

thepress.co.uk

PureNet in
European
awardwin
A YORK-BASED agency which
provides e-commerce solutions
for businesses has won a
European IT award.
PureNet, based in York Business
Park, took home an IT Europa
award after winning Vertical
Market Solution of the Year at the
IT Europa European Software
Excellence Awards 2015.
PureNet’s chief executive Paul
Gibson, and sales and marketing
director Paul Doherty,
represented the agency
alongside an audience of more
than 350 people from businesses
around Europe, with a total of 83
companies from 32 European
countries making the final
shortlist.
The solution that won the award,
which is PureNet’s fifth IT Europa
Award, was an online self-service
portal designed and built by
PureNet for client Albany
Assistance.
The solution picked up the award
due to its use of leading edge
technology to give Albany
Assistance a business
advantage.
Mr Gibson, said: “It is an honour
to have won our fifth IT Europa
Award and we are thrilled that our
Albany Assistance portal
solution has been recognised in
this fantastic way.”

Visitor boom
at theme park
NORTH Yorkshire visitor
attraction Lightwater Valley has
welcomed an 11 per cent increase
in year-on-year visitor numbers
over the Easter period.
The rise comes after a £350,000
investment in a new Jurassic
Adventure Golf course and
Vintage Car Rally ride, which are
due to open at the theme park
near Ripon in May.
Next month also sees the first
Adrenaline Weekend take place
with rally challenge, zip wire and
bungee jumping experiences.
Mark Bainbridge, general
manager at Lightwater Valley
said: “It’s been a really positive
start to the season with
thousands already visiting since
the gates opened at the end of
March.”
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RPA claim advice
STEPS to ensure that farmers and their
agents can complete their Basic Pay-
ment Scheme (BPS) claims on time
have been announced by the Rural
Payments Agency (RPA).
While the core and registration parts
of the Rural Payments system are
working well, there have been perfor-
mance problems with the online inter-
face that farmers and agents use.
The RPA is now offering farmers
and their agents the use of established
forms and processes to complete their
claims by the deadline. The RPA will
then input this data on to the system,
and will be able to make payments to

farmers from December 2015.
Apart from registering, farmers will
not be asked to enter any further data
online now. Data that has already been
entered onto the system has been saved
and will be used.
Two forms are now available to
download from the RPA’s website at
gov.uk. These are RLE1, which allows
claimants to transfer land and entitle-
ments and make changes to their land;
and BP5, the BPS claim form.
RPA chief executive, Mark Grim-
shaw, said: “My priority is to ensure
that every farmer and agent has the
help they need to make their claims
on time.
“Having listened to feedback, the
RPA will now combine existing forms

that farming businesses are used to,
with data that the Rural Payments sys-
tem already has. This will mean that
everyone who is registered and wants
to complete a 2015 Basic Payment
Scheme claim can do so.”
The RPA has started emailing all
farmers and agents, who have already
registered on the Rural Payments web-
site, to provide further detail on com-
pleting and submitting claims.
The new ways farmers can complete
their claims are:
n Farm businesses with little change
to their land will be fast-tracked by
the RPA. They will receive an email
in April that summarises the land and
entitlement information already held,
together with instructions on complet-

ing their claim by email.
n Farm businesses that need to map
new features can use existing forms to
prepare their claims, before they are
sent a form in April, which they can
submit by post or at a drop-in centre.
Any farmer who has not received an
up-to-date map of their land from the
RPA in the past six months will be sent
one during April.
Mark Grimshaw said that they wel-
comed the announcement by Commis-
sioner Hogan to offer an extension of
the deadline for BPS claims to June 15.
Farmers and their agents can obtain
help at RPA drop-in centres or by
calling the helpline on 03000 200301.
Farmers still need to register using the
online service to start the process.

By Mike Bridgen
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Source: Adobe Marketing Cloud March 2015

Site Section Page Views Visits Unique Visitors
News  4,266,176 2,067,439 527,215

Homepage 1,255,438 808,182 189,024

Sport 297,41 159,477 60,740

Announcements  243,813 54,328 19,515

Features 111,00 56,030 39,243

Pictures 3,524,11 139,647 97,383

Homes 151,894  8,481 6,499

Jobs 47,253 14,547 11,416

Page Views:  10,131,924
Unique Visitors: 1,285,848 
Visits:  2,517,279 

Online Summary |5
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• yorkpress.co.uk • gazetteherald.co.uk



The Press   |   Gazette & Herald   |   Living   |   The Northern Farmer   |   www.yorkpress.co.uk   |   www.gazetteherald.co.uk

Online 
Targeting 
Options
Contextual
We are now able to place advertisements 
on the page according to the subject of the 
news stories on that page.  For example, if we 
have a story about a school or college on our 
site we would categorise this to education.  If 
a customer had chosen to target education 
stories their advertisement would appear on 
the page where this story appears.
Demographic
We can profile our users in order to 
identify their gender, age, household 
income, education level and whether 
they have children.  The customer can 
then identify which demographic they 
believe would be most suitable to target in 

Bespoke. Please speak to one of our digital representatives to find out about 
various other bespoke formats that we can provide.

order to get response and we will then show 

their advertisement to that demographic  

regardless of what they are reading when they 

use our site.  For example, if you are selling 

children’s clothing you could target parents 

with children.

Behavioural
We can gather information on people’s online 

browsing habits.  This enables us to target 

your advertising to people who have been 

looking at websites which would suggest they 

are interested in your product or service.  For 

example, a travel agent could target people 

who have been visiting travel websites.

Meteo Targetting
We can target advertising dependent on 

what the weather forecast is on our site.  For 

example, if a customer sells snow shovels they 

could target snow, therefore when there is 

snow showing in the forecast panel of our site 

their advertisement would be displayed.

Section
All the sections on our site can be targeted.  

For example a school could target the 

education section.  

Online Targeting Options |6
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Click2Find

•	 Business	contact	details.
•	 Link	to	your	website.	If	you	

don’t have one, use the 
enhanced listing in your 
promotional material.

•	 Upload	up	to	4	photos	of	
your business.

•	 Business	logo.

•	 Option	to	share	your	listing	
through Facebook, Twitter 
and email.

•	 Enhanced	description	
of services. This can aid 
search engine optimisation 
for your company.

•	 Google	map.

•	 Upload	professional	
accreditation badges  
e.g. Gas Safe.

•	 Your	enhanced	listing	will	
appear at the top of the  
Click2Find search results.**

Your Local Online Directory
How do you find a local plumber,  
gardener, tile shop, restaurant,  
florist,  garage etc.?

Search online? But where?
A high impact promotional campaign, Click2Find, is running on thepress.co.uk and gazetteherald.co.uk reaching 
over 1,280,000 local people every month.*

Can you afford for your business to miss out on 
this growing market place?
Prospective customers are searching for a specific type of business, make yours stand out from the rest with a 
super enhanced listing which includes:

3 Months

£45
6 Months

£80
1 Year

£150ALL THIS 
FOR ONLY 41p/Day44p/Day49p/Day

Click2Find |7

MacBook Pro
*Adobe Marketing Cloud March 2015
**All enhanced listings rotate in the top 3 positions randomly
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BIRTHDAYS

Click2Find
Extra LOCAL Exposure for 
Your Business*

Homes 
Is your business related to 
people moving house? 
Your business category 
will appear on the Homes 
search results page.

This section of the website 
attracts over 8,481 a month, 
viewing over 151,894 
pages.*

CLICK2FIND

YOUR 
LOGO

Locksmith
Company
View details >>

More Business  
Services

YOUR 
LOGO

Window
Repairs
View details >>

More Business  
Services

Looking	for	(e.g.	Plumber)

Company Name

Located	in	(e.g.	York)

Search »

News Articles 
Your business will appear next 
to a local news article relevant 
to your category of business. 
For example, an article on 
burglary would return results 
such as locksmiths and 
window repairs.

This section of the website 
attracts over 527,515 people 
a month, viewing over  
4.2 pages.*

Moving House?
Local	businesses	here	to	
help you:

Removals

Storage

Solicitors

Banks and Building 
Societies

Insurance Services

Car & Van Hire

All Businesses

Family Announcements 
Is your business related to birthday celebrations, marriages or funerals? Your business 
category will appear on the family announcements page under the “Services” heading.

This section of the website attracts over 19,920 people a month, viewing over 243,819 
pages.*

Restaurants, Cake Makers and Decorators, Hairdressing, Dress Hire, 
Beauty Salons, Theme Parks, Discos & Mobile Entertainers, Cinemas, 
Attractions, Florists

DEATHS
Florists, Churches, Funeral Directors

MARRIAGES
Wedding	Services,	Cake	Makers	and	Decorators,	Limousine	Hire,	 
Dressmaking & Tailoring, Restaurants, Function Rooms, Venues, Discos  
& Mobile Entertainers, Florists, Jewellery

Click2Find |8

MacBook Pro

* Adobe Marketing Cloud March 2015
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Reaching a weekly print 
and online audience of 
more than 126,743*****

Est. 1882 - The number one paper  
for York and surrounding areas

Source: *ABC (July to December 2014)  **JICREG data as Dec 2015 ***Adobe Marketing Cloud March 2015
****Social Media Statistics April 2015 *****Telmar/eTelmar, Unduplicated Audience, Dec 2015

We also have over 44,800 
followers and likes on 
Twitter and Facebook.****

KEY FACTS

Circulation  17,342* (100% PAID FOR)
Readership  46,206**

Readers per copy   2.7
Frequency Monday - Saturday
Price   60p 

Website  yorkpress.co.uk 
Unique Visitors  2,517,279/month***

Page Impressions  10,131,924/month***

The Press

ONLINE DEMOGRAPHICS 

Male         48%
Female     52%
 
15-24 years   16%
25-34 years   16%
35-44 years 16%
45-54 years 19%
55+ years  33%

PRINT READER DEMOGRAPHICS 

Male         52%
Female     48%
 
15-24 years 16%
25-34 years 13%
35-44 years 13%
45-54 years   17%
55-64 years   15%
65+ years   25%
 
ABC1   61%
C2DE       39%

Audience The Press |9

TOP 8
ONLINE PAGES***

Page  
Views Visits

Unique
Visitors

News  4,266,176 2,067,439  527,215 
Homepage  1,255,438 808,182  189,024 
Sport  297,410  159,477  60,740 
Announcements 243,813  54,328  19,515 
Features  111,003  56,030  39,243 
Pics  3,524,116 139,647  97,383 
Homes 51,894  8,481  6,499 
Jobs 47,253  14,547  11,416 

thepress.co.uk @yorkpress

£700,000 HANDED BACK TO LENDAL BRIDGE DRIVERS: PAGE 3

5-STAR HOTEL
TO DOUBLE
INSIZE YORK’S only five-star hotel is set

to double in size through a £15
million investment that will cre-
ate 45 jobs and 107 new rooms.

The owner of the Grand Hotel
& Spa, formerly the Cedar Court
Grand, has bought a neighbour-
ing empty office block, which it
plans to turn into an extension of
its historic Grade II listed hotel in
Station Rise.
• Turn to Page 5

BY LAURA KNOWLSON
Business editor

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22, 2015 60p

BOLT’S PEP TALK TOYORK SPRINTE R - BACK PAGE
Mother
arrested
over child
cruelty
A MOTHER has been
arrested on suspicion of
child cruelty after concerns
were raised for the safety of
her children.
Paramedics called police to

a property in the north of
York at 8.30am on Tuesday
when the alarm was raised
for the children’s welfare,
and they are now being
cared for by social services.
The 29-year-old woman was

taken into custody.
It is believed one of the chil-
dren had been unintention-
ally hurt by another child,
when washing powder was
poured over their head.
Yorkshire Ambulance

Service would not confirm
whether any of the young-
sters were taken to hospital,
nor say who called the emer-
gency services.
The mum was arrested at

9.15am at the home on sus-
picion of child cruelty and
possessing cannabis and is
currently being questioned
by police officers.

£15m investment to create 45 new jobs

ABOVE: An artist’s impression
showing Roman House office
block in Rougier Street, York,
which the Cedar Court Hotel
wants to convert into 107
rooms

RIGHT: Hotel manager Maria
Florou outside Roman House

Picture: Nigel Holland

Wednesday, April 22, 2015 PAGE 17

TOP MAN:
Whippet owner
is a business
high-flyer

PAGE18

ACCLAIM:
Four local firms
win royal seal
of approval
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Your weekly commerce and industry section including all the latest Situations Vacant

The BID to keep
York competing

ByLauraKnowlson
Business Editor

laura.knowlson@thepress.co.uk

MORE than 1,000 businesses in York
city centre are being consulted over
plans to raise almost £4.4 million over
the next five years to improve the
city’s economic environment.

Stakeholders were invited yester-
day to the official launch of the York
Business Improvement District (BID)
consultation phase, which will see
1,300 businesses within the inner ring
road asked for their views on the pro-
posals over the coming months.

If approved, the BID scheme will
raise in the region of £878,000 annu-
ally through imposing a levy on busi-
nesses, equating to one per cent of
the rateable value of their business.

The money will then be spent on
improvement schemes, jointly agreed
upon by business owners within the
BID.

Adam Sinclair, chairman of City
Team York, which is leading the
BID proposals, and managing direc-
tor of Mulberry Hall, said: “York is
largely thriving, but it does exist in

an increasingly-competitive market
place, and is facing increasing vul-
nerabilities.

“Alongside that there is a dimin-
ishing public purse. Gone are the
days when we can ask the council to
fund endless projects.

“We have got one chance in a gen-
eration to do this for York. I don’t
think we will get another round of
funding to create this launch. We
need to get this off the ground and
up and running now.”

The BID area covers all rate-pay-
ing businesses within the inner ring
road, as well as some areas facing it,
including Foss Islands, the Barbican
and the railway station.

The current proposals are to use
funds raised to address four ar-
eas; appearance and environment,
events and festivals, safety, and busi-
ness support.

Steve Hughes, who is leading the
consultation, said: “Feedback is re-
ally important for the BID to work
as finding out about issues facing
businesses in the city centre, and ad-
dressing them is what it’s all about.

“It’s a way of businesses working

together to get the improvements
they want to see. It’s about enabling
the businesses to take ownership of
the area in which they operate. If we
don’t do this now, its difficult to see
where the money is going to come
from to invest in the city centre.”

Delegates at the event heard there
are more than 200 BIDs currently in
operation in the UK including north-
ern cities such as Leeds, Newcastle,
Manchester and Sheffield.

The York proposals have already
received backing from HSBC, His-
cox, Boots and Aviva, as well as
independent companies, with Neil
Settersfield, manager of York’s Fen-
wick and Sophie Jewett, managing
director of York Cocoa House, both
speaking at the event to add their
support.

Consultation documents need to
be returned by May 31, after which
a business plan for the BID company
will be created.

A postal ballot will then be
launched in November, with a 51 per
cent vote in favour needed before a
not-for-profit BID company can be
created in April 2016.

SOUNDING OUT: The team behind the launch of the BID Consultation at the Aviva Building in York
Picture: Frank Dwyer

See More online

For the latest business
news and views go to

thepress.co.uk

PureNet in
European
awardwin
A YORK-BASED agency which
provides e-commerce solutions
for businesses has won a
European IT award.
PureNet, based in York Business
Park, took home an IT Europa
award after winning Vertical
Market Solution of the Year at the
IT Europa European Software
Excellence Awards 2015.
PureNet’s chief executive Paul
Gibson, and sales and marketing
director Paul Doherty,
represented the agency
alongside an audience of more
than 350 people from businesses
around Europe, with a total of 83
companies from 32 European
countries making the final
shortlist.
The solution that won the award,
which is PureNet’s fifth IT Europa
Award, was an online self-service
portal designed and built by
PureNet for client Albany
Assistance.
The solution picked up the award
due to its use of leading edge
technology to give Albany
Assistance a business
advantage.
Mr Gibson, said: “It is an honour
to have won our fifth IT Europa
Award and we are thrilled that our
Albany Assistance portal
solution has been recognised in
this fantastic way.”

Visitor boom
at theme park
NORTH Yorkshire visitor
attraction Lightwater Valley has
welcomed an 11 per cent increase
in year-on-year visitor numbers
over the Easter period.
The rise comes after a £350,000
investment in a new Jurassic
Adventure Golf course and
Vintage Car Rally ride, which are
due to open at the theme park
near Ripon in May.
Next month also sees the first
Adrenaline Weekend take place
with rally challenge, zip wire and
bungee jumping experiences.
Mark Bainbridge, general
manager at Lightwater Valley
said: “It’s been a really positive
start to the season with
thousands already visiting since
the gates opened at the end of
March.”

In association with

GuestWalker
& Co
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Key facts

Circulation area

The Press provides tailored advertising platforms, which 
local, regional and national businesses use to engage 
with our readers.

Content: Each day the York Press offers different 
sections, including the latest on property, cars, sports 
and environmental issues, ensuring a wide and varied 
coverage across the local market.

Affluent Readership: 61% of The Press readers are 
of social grade ABC1 who have larger amounts of 
disposable income.

Online: The Press also has an online platform 
yorkpress.co.uk which is the leading newspaper website 
within its core area.

Key Facts The Press |10
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YORK CITY KNIGHTS WIN CUP TRIP TO ST HELENS: BACK PAGE

ANGER OVER
COPPERGATE
FINES DELAY

VOTERS will not discover the final
twist in York’s Coppergate saga until
after next month’s council elections,
The Press can reveal.

City of York Council has been wait-
ing for more than a year for the out-
come of its appeal against a watch-
dog’s ruling that it had no power to
fine car drivers for using Coppergate
during the day.

The national Traffic Penalty Tribu-
nal said last month that it hoped to
finally announce its decision on the
council’s challenge shortly.

But now the tribunal’s Chief
Adjudicator “does not consider it ap-
propriate to issue the review decision
relating to this case in the run-up to
the local elections on May 7,” said ap-
peals coordinator Natalie Smith.

She said the decision would instead
be issued shortly after the elections.

The news was given in a letter from
the tribunal to York motorist Nigel
• Turn to Page 3

BY MIKE LAYCOCK
Chief reporter

TUESDAY, APRIL 21, 2015 60p

IT’S a tough job, but someone
has to do it.

An elite crew of judges -
including, from left, Colin Briggs,
Martin Christy and Monica
Meschini - have been at York’s
Mansion House tasting some of
the finest chocolate.

Top chocolatiers have been
battling it out as part of the
International Chocolate Awards.

The event, in a nod to York’s
confectionery heritage, has been
taking place in the city.

For the judges, the competition
has meant gruelling hours spent
tasting hundreds of different
chocolate entries.

lFull story: Page 7

Time to celebrate the
best in the businessBY LAURA KNOWLSON

Business Editor
laura.knowlson@thepress.co.uk

YORK and North Yorkshire ishome to almost 4,000 SMEs - todaywe celebrate the successes of thetop performing 50 in the first dedi-cated breakdown of the region’sbusinesses.
The Press has teamed up withBHP Chartered Accountants inanalysing data from thousands ofsmall and medium sized enter-prises in our area to compile adefinitive Top 50 list, based on pre-tax profits.
Data has been collected fromSMEs across York and North York-shire, covering the circulation areaof The Press, which also encom-passes outer-lying areas in the EastRiding.
Topping the first ever Top 50SMEs is York-based developer SHarrison, with a clear lead at thenumber one spot from profits of£3.5 million, up 117 per cent fromthe previous year.
The firm, based at the formerTerry’s site in Bishopthorpe Road,directly employs a team of ten, andis well-known for developing Cityof York Council’s £32 million WestOffices and neighbouring HiltonHotel, as well as student hallsand new office for The Press inWalmgate.
Reporting the largest turnoverin the Top 50 is Pickering-basedBurgess Group with revenues of£35 million. The group, which spe-cialises in the leasing of plant andmachinery, property development,manufacture of pet food and man-agement of investments, appears atnumber 17 in the list with pre-taxprofits of £1.1 million.In total the entire Top 50 reportedpre-tax profits of £55 million, andincrease of 20 per cent from thefeaturing firms’ previous financialyears, when together they made £45

million. The biggest year-on-yearpre-tax profit increase in the Top 50was reported by monumental stonemasons and masonry contractorsJ Rotherham. The business, basedin Holme-on-Spalding-Moor, saw a1,246 per cent increase from 2013,when it made a £95,000 loss, to itspre-tax profit of £1.1 million for

2014, putting it at number 18 over-all in the Top 50.
Collectively the Top 50 list turnedover £574 million and employs 4,121people.
The largest employer on the listwas York-based Future CleaningServices, which has its head officein York Business Park as well

as operations in Lincoln, Leeds,Grimsby and Cornwall.With a team of 1,000 staff the ven-ture has been classed as an SMEdue to having less than £25.9 mil-lion turnover and less than £12.9million gross assets, and appears atnumber 48 on the list with pre-taxprofits of £390,000.

Our companies
are in sound
financial health
BY JOHN WARNER
Managing Partner BHP

I AM delighted to introduce our re-search for the first list of the Top 50SMEs in North Yorkshire, producedin conjunction with The Press.We at BHP Chartered Account-ants first became involved in NorthYorkshire following our merger withBarron & Barron in York in January2013, and are delighted to have beenso welcomed to the area and to bepart of its thriving economy.As the largest independent firm ofchartered accountants in Yorkshirewe are keen that all the regions ofthe county, as represented by thefour Local Enterprise Partnerships(LEPs), work together for the benefitof the whole. An example of this isthe plan for the successor fund toFinance Yorkshire which has indica-tions of support from all four LEPsand could lead to a further fund ofabout £100 million to support grow-ing businesses in our region.This survey is, however, about theachievements of North Yorkshire. Mycolleagues’ articles highlight some ofthe success stories within the Top 50,while also focusing on opportunitiesfor this region for the future with theincreased funding available locally toassist the York and North YorkshireLEPs’ ambitious plans for its GrowthHub to support determined localbusinesses.
Our survey shows a region in soundfinancial health and I look forward tohighlighting further success storiesin the future.

TUESDAY, APRIL 21, 2015

The Press

VISION: York and North Yorkshire are home to almost 4,000 SMEs

THRIVING: John Warner

Top 50 SMEs 20158-page guide to the best small & medium enterprisesin our region
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Source: JICREG data as Dec 2015

Readership:  There are 447,568 adults in the York 
Press circulation area, of which 46,206 adults read the 
publication each day.

Reach:  In The Press core marketing area (York) 29,958
people read the publication daily. This is 22% of all adults 
in the area.

Reader Profile:  The Press readership is weighted slightly 
towards male readers (52%) and readers aged 65+ (25%).  
61% of all readers are social grade ABC1, which is over 
represented compared to the area average.

Top 5 locations by readership:  York (29,958), York Rural 
(110,733), Selby (1,502), Malton (1,017), Tadcaster (940).

Top 5 locations by reach: York (22%), York Rural (13%), 
Tadcaster (8%), Boroughbridge (5%), Malton (5%).

Reader Profile The Press |11

Profile Readership Readership% Area Area%
Male: 24,057 52 217,791 49

Female: 22,148 48 229,777 51

Aged 15-34: 15,627 29 126,670 29

Aged 35-54: 13,931 30 142,583 32

Aged 55+ : 18,647 40 173,641 39

AB: 14,391 31 114,083 25

C1: 13,919 30 129,157 29

C2: 9,650 21 101,614 23

DE: 8,246 18 102,714 23

The Press
thepress.co.uk @yorkpress

YORK CARNIVAL REPORT AND PICTURES: PAGE 6

WOMAN BADLY
HURT INATTACK
POLICE launched a search for a
York man after a woman suffered
serious head injuries in an assault.
The attack happened in Acomb in

the early hours of Saturday morn-
ing but was only made public by

BY MIKE LAYCOCK
mike.laycock@thepress.co.uk

MONDAY, APRIL 20, 2015 60p

Supermarket
price war
forces farm to
switch focus
ONE of York’s popular farm
shops is to close - but an
adventure farm and café on the
same site is to undergo a major
expansion.
Ed Sykes, pictured, joint owner

of The Farmer’s Cart farm shop
at Towthorpe, just off the A64
north-east of York, said the shop
had been underperforming for
some time due to increased
food price competition from
supermarkets.
He said Piglets Adventure

Farm, home to a variety of
farm animals, go carts, outdoor
activities, play equipment
and a café is to undergo a
major investment to add new
facilities including educational
classrooms.
• Full story: Page 3

North Yorkshire Police yesterday
afternoon.
The force appealed yesterday for

the public’s help in tracing Kyle
Illingworth, saying he could have
important information that could
assist their investigation.
A force spokeswoman said exten-

sive inquiries had been carried out
over the weekend to try to locate

the 24-year-old man.
“As part of those inquiries,

officers are appealing to anyone
who has seen him or knows of his
current whereabouts, to contact
them,” she said.
“Anyone with any information

that could help the investigation
is asked to contact North York-
shire Police on 101, select option

2 and ask for Detective Constable
Julie Carter of York Serious Crime
Team.
“Alternatively, if you wish to

remain anonymous, you can pass
information to Crimestoppers on
0800 555 111.
“Please quote reference

12150063301 when passing on infor-
mation.”

Friend of
bride stole
from guests
A BRIDE’S friend stole an
£8,000 watch among other
items from wedding guests
after invading their rooms in
the early hours at a luxury
North Yorkshire venue, York
Crown Court heard.

Stephen Johnson, 29, who
pleaded guilty to burglary
and theft, took the goods,
including a set of car keys,
after entering three guests’
rooms at Carlton Towers,
near Selby. He received a
nine-month prison sentence
suspended for two years.
• Full story: Page 2

Abuser jailed
A MAN who was a prosecu-
tion witness at the trial of a
paedophile jailed for 18 years
has himself been locked up.
• Full story: Page 5

Police call on public to help trace York man, 24

SEARCH:
Kyle
Illingworth
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Town Population Readership Reach%
York 141,110 29,958 21.23

York Rural 80,884 10,733 13.27

Selby 37,321 1,502 4.03

Malton 18,218 1,017 5.58

Tadcaster 10,963 940 8.57

Boroughbridge 7,194 409 5.6

Pickering 14,870 379 2.55

Creswell Rural Area 17,478 317 1.81

Wetherby 21,464 195 0.91

Market Weighton 10,694 161 1.50

Thirsk Rural 11,934 140 1.17

Sherburn-In-Elmet 9,905 127 1.28

Thirsk 7,404 110 1.49

Hull 290,778 85 0.03

Northallerton 13,817 36 0.26

Harrogate 72,107 38 0.05

Knaresborough 15,436 36 0.24

Whitby 19,905 17 0.09

Source: JICREG data as Dec 2015
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5-STAR HOTEL
TO DOUBLE
INSIZE YORK’S only five-star hotel is set

to double in size through a £15
million investment that will cre-
ate 45 jobs and 107 new rooms.

The owner of the Grand Hotel
& Spa, formerly the Cedar Court
Grand, has bought a neighbour-
ing empty office block, which it
plans to turn into an extension of
its historic Grade II listed hotel in
Station Rise.
• Turn to Page 5

BY LAURA KNOWLSON
Business editor
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Mother
arrested
over child
cruelty
A MOTHER has been
arrested on suspicion of
child cruelty after concerns
were raised for the safety of
her children.
Paramedics called police to

a property in the north of
York at 8.30am on Tuesday
when the alarm was raised
for the children’s welfare,
and they are now being
cared for by social services.
The 29-year-old woman was

taken into custody.
It is believed one of the chil-
dren had been unintention-
ally hurt by another child,
when washing powder was
poured over their head.
Yorkshire Ambulance

Service would not confirm
whether any of the young-
sters were taken to hospital,
nor say who called the emer-
gency services.
The mum was arrested at

9.15am at the home on sus-
picion of child cruelty and
possessing cannabis and is
currently being questioned
by police officers.

£15m investment to create 45 new jobs

ABOVE: An artist’s impression
showing Roman House office
block in Rougier Street, York,
which the Cedar Court Hotel
wants to convert into 107
rooms

RIGHT: Hotel manager Maria
Florou outside Roman House

Picture: Nigel Holland
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TOP MAN:
Whippet owner
is a business
high-flyer
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ACCLAIM:
Four local firms
win royal seal
of approval
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The BID to keep
York competing

ByLauraKnowlson
Business Editor

laura.knowlson@thepress.co.uk

MORE than 1,000 businesses in York
city centre are being consulted over
plans to raise almost £4.4 million over
the next five years to improve the
city’s economic environment.

Stakeholders were invited yester-
day to the official launch of the York
Business Improvement District (BID)
consultation phase, which will see
1,300 businesses within the inner ring
road asked for their views on the pro-
posals over the coming months.

If approved, the BID scheme will
raise in the region of £878,000 annu-
ally through imposing a levy on busi-
nesses, equating to one per cent of
the rateable value of their business.

The money will then be spent on
improvement schemes, jointly agreed
upon by business owners within the
BID.

Adam Sinclair, chairman of City
Team York, which is leading the
BID proposals, and managing direc-
tor of Mulberry Hall, said: “York is
largely thriving, but it does exist in

an increasingly-competitive market
place, and is facing increasing vul-
nerabilities.

“Alongside that there is a dimin-
ishing public purse. Gone are the
days when we can ask the council to
fund endless projects.

“We have got one chance in a gen-
eration to do this for York. I don’t
think we will get another round of
funding to create this launch. We
need to get this off the ground and
up and running now.”

The BID area covers all rate-pay-
ing businesses within the inner ring
road, as well as some areas facing it,
including Foss Islands, the Barbican
and the railway station.

The current proposals are to use
funds raised to address four ar-
eas; appearance and environment,
events and festivals, safety, and busi-
ness support.

Steve Hughes, who is leading the
consultation, said: “Feedback is re-
ally important for the BID to work
as finding out about issues facing
businesses in the city centre, and ad-
dressing them is what it’s all about.

“It’s a way of businesses working

together to get the improvements
they want to see. It’s about enabling
the businesses to take ownership of
the area in which they operate. If we
don’t do this now, its difficult to see
where the money is going to come
from to invest in the city centre.”

Delegates at the event heard there
are more than 200 BIDs currently in
operation in the UK including north-
ern cities such as Leeds, Newcastle,
Manchester and Sheffield.

The York proposals have already
received backing from HSBC, His-
cox, Boots and Aviva, as well as
independent companies, with Neil
Settersfield, manager of York’s Fen-
wick and Sophie Jewett, managing
director of York Cocoa House, both
speaking at the event to add their
support.

Consultation documents need to
be returned by May 31, after which
a business plan for the BID company
will be created.

A postal ballot will then be
launched in November, with a 51 per
cent vote in favour needed before a
not-for-profit BID company can be
created in April 2016.

SOUNDING OUT: The team behind the launch of the BID Consultation at the Aviva Building in York
Picture: Frank Dwyer
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PureNet in
European
awardwin
A YORK-BASED agency which
provides e-commerce solutions
for businesses has won a
European IT award.
PureNet, based in York Business
Park, took home an IT Europa
award after winning Vertical
Market Solution of the Year at the
IT Europa European Software
Excellence Awards 2015.
PureNet’s chief executive Paul
Gibson, and sales and marketing
director Paul Doherty,
represented the agency
alongside an audience of more
than 350 people from businesses
around Europe, with a total of 83
companies from 32 European
countries making the final
shortlist.
The solution that won the award,
which is PureNet’s fifth IT Europa
Award, was an online self-service
portal designed and built by
PureNet for client Albany
Assistance.
The solution picked up the award
due to its use of leading edge
technology to give Albany
Assistance a business
advantage.
Mr Gibson, said: “It is an honour
to have won our fifth IT Europa
Award and we are thrilled that our
Albany Assistance portal
solution has been recognised in
this fantastic way.”

Visitor boom
at theme park
NORTH Yorkshire visitor
attraction Lightwater Valley has
welcomed an 11 per cent increase
in year-on-year visitor numbers
over the Easter period.
The rise comes after a £350,000
investment in a new Jurassic
Adventure Golf course and
Vintage Car Rally ride, which are
due to open at the theme park
near Ripon in May.
Next month also sees the first
Adrenaline Weekend take place
with rally challenge, zip wire and
bungee jumping experiences.
Mark Bainbridge, general
manager at Lightwater Valley
said: “It’s been a really positive
start to the season with
thousands already visiting since
the gates opened at the end of
March.”

In association with
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YORK CITY KNIGHTS WIN CUP TRIP TO ST HELENS: BACK PAGE

ANGER OVER
COPPERGATE
FINES DELAY

VOTERS will not discover the final
twist in York’s Coppergate saga until
after next month’s council elections,
The Press can reveal.

City of York Council has been wait-
ing for more than a year for the out-
come of its appeal against a watch-
dog’s ruling that it had no power to
fine car drivers for using Coppergate
during the day.

The national Traffic Penalty Tribu-
nal said last month that it hoped to
finally announce its decision on the
council’s challenge shortly.

But now the tribunal’s Chief
Adjudicator “does not consider it ap-
propriate to issue the review decision
relating to this case in the run-up to
the local elections on May 7,” said ap-
peals coordinator Natalie Smith.

She said the decision would instead
be issued shortly after the elections.

The news was given in a letter from
the tribunal to York motorist Nigel
• Turn to Page 3

BY MIKE LAYCOCK
Chief reporter
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IT’S a tough job, but someone
has to do it.

An elite crew of judges -
including, from left, Colin Briggs,
Martin Christy and Monica
Meschini - have been at York’s
Mansion House tasting some of
the finest chocolate.

Top chocolatiers have been
battling it out as part of the
International Chocolate Awards.

The event, in a nod to York’s
confectionery heritage, has been
taking place in the city.

For the judges, the competition
has meant gruelling hours spent
tasting hundreds of different
chocolate entries.

lFull story: Page 7

Time to celebrate the
best in the businessBY LAURA KNOWLSON

Business Editor
laura.knowlson@thepress.co.uk

YORK and North Yorkshire ishome to almost 4,000 SMEs - todaywe celebrate the successes of thetop performing 50 in the first dedi-cated breakdown of the region’sbusinesses.
The Press has teamed up withBHP Chartered Accountants inanalysing data from thousands ofsmall and medium sized enter-prises in our area to compile adefinitive Top 50 list, based on pre-tax profits.
Data has been collected fromSMEs across York and North York-shire, covering the circulation areaof The Press, which also encom-passes outer-lying areas in the EastRiding.
Topping the first ever Top 50SMEs is York-based developer SHarrison, with a clear lead at thenumber one spot from profits of£3.5 million, up 117 per cent fromthe previous year.
The firm, based at the formerTerry’s site in Bishopthorpe Road,directly employs a team of ten, andis well-known for developing Cityof York Council’s £32 million WestOffices and neighbouring HiltonHotel, as well as student hallsand new office for The Press inWalmgate.
Reporting the largest turnoverin the Top 50 is Pickering-basedBurgess Group with revenues of£35 million. The group, which spe-cialises in the leasing of plant andmachinery, property development,manufacture of pet food and man-agement of investments, appears atnumber 17 in the list with pre-taxprofits of £1.1 million.In total the entire Top 50 reportedpre-tax profits of £55 million, andincrease of 20 per cent from thefeaturing firms’ previous financialyears, when together they made £45

million. The biggest year-on-yearpre-tax profit increase in the Top 50was reported by monumental stonemasons and masonry contractorsJ Rotherham. The business, basedin Holme-on-Spalding-Moor, saw a1,246 per cent increase from 2013,when it made a £95,000 loss, to itspre-tax profit of £1.1 million for

2014, putting it at number 18 over-all in the Top 50.
Collectively the Top 50 list turnedover £574 million and employs 4,121people.
The largest employer on the listwas York-based Future CleaningServices, which has its head officein York Business Park as well

as operations in Lincoln, Leeds,Grimsby and Cornwall.With a team of 1,000 staff the ven-ture has been classed as an SMEdue to having less than £25.9 mil-lion turnover and less than £12.9million gross assets, and appears atnumber 48 on the list with pre-taxprofits of £390,000.

Our companies
are in sound
financial health
BY JOHN WARNER
Managing Partner BHP

I AM delighted to introduce our re-search for the first list of the Top 50SMEs in North Yorkshire, producedin conjunction with The Press.We at BHP Chartered Account-ants first became involved in NorthYorkshire following our merger withBarron & Barron in York in January2013, and are delighted to have beenso welcomed to the area and to bepart of its thriving economy.As the largest independent firm ofchartered accountants in Yorkshirewe are keen that all the regions ofthe county, as represented by thefour Local Enterprise Partnerships(LEPs), work together for the benefitof the whole. An example of this isthe plan for the successor fund toFinance Yorkshire which has indica-tions of support from all four LEPsand could lead to a further fund ofabout £100 million to support grow-ing businesses in our region.This survey is, however, about theachievements of North Yorkshire. Mycolleagues’ articles highlight some ofthe success stories within the Top 50,while also focusing on opportunitiesfor this region for the future with theincreased funding available locally toassist the York and North YorkshireLEPs’ ambitious plans for its GrowthHub to support determined localbusinesses.
Our survey shows a region in soundfinancial health and I look forward tohighlighting further success storiesin the future.
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Top 50 SMEs 20158-page guide to the best small & medium enterprisesin our region
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Gluten-free
specialist
on shortlist
A SELBY firm specialising in
gluten-free foods has made the
shortlist of a national awards
for produce made for people with
restricted diets.
Feel Free For Gluten Free, the

brand name for GF Foods, in Brack-
enholme Business Park, is on the
shortlist alongside some national
and international food brands in
the 2015 Free From Food Awards.
With 15 categories, the awards

shortlist contains 270 innovative
free-from-food products, including
Feel Free For Gluten Free’s frozen
doughnuts, made without gluten
and wheat, and their chocolate chip
granola bars, which are free from
gluten, wheat, dairy and oats.
Sally Allister, managing direc-

tor of Feel Free For Gluten Free,
who has coeliac disease and must
follow a gluten-free diet herself,
said: “The Free From Food Awards
are the Oscars of the free-from
world, so we’re absolutely thrilled
to have made the shortlist. We’re
alongside some huge national and
international brands so we’re natu-
rally proud of our relatively small
company.
“One of our highlights of the

last year has been the launch of
our donuts. Gluten and wheat-free
doughnuts aren’t readily avail-
able and the reaction to them was
amazing.”
Michelle Berriedale-Johnson,

director of the Free From Food
Awards, which are being held in
London on April 22, said: “With
entries up by nearly 30 per cent this
year, our 65 judges really had their
work cut out.”

New bosses
for PR firm
THEmanagement team of Harro-
gate-based Cicada Communications
has taken over the business from
founder Di Burton.
The business is now owned and

operated by Richard Abbott, Jane
Chamberlain, Clare Walker and
Vicky Carswell following the exit
of Ms Burton, who has launched an
internal communications, strategic
advice and training consultancy
firm, Di Burton Ltd.
Ms Burton will continue to work

alongside the Cicada team on a
consultancy basis, however she is
no longer a director of Cicada Com-
munications.
Following the takeover, the team

says it’s very much “business as
usual” for Cicada, with no major
changes to how the company oper-
ates.
Cicada has been in business for 28

years and specialises in PR, event
management, marketing and social
media. Clients include Langleys
Solicitors, Finance Yorkshire, One-
Family (formerly Engage Mutual),
Carter Jonas and Costcutter.

TOP TEAM:
From
left, Mark
Reeves;
Dave
Birks, LLP
member
of the
Newtons
litigation
team; Chris
Newton,
Newtons
Solicitors
managing
director;
and David
Lucas,
who joins
as an LLP
member
in the
commercial
team

Solicitors firm expanding with three new appointments
GROWING law firm Newtons
Solicitors has expanded its North
Yorkshire team with three new
solicitor appointments
The three new recruits, who have

joined from a North East law firm,
are Dave Birks, who is appointed an

LLP member of Newtons litigation
team; his assistant, Mark Reeves, a
newly qualified solicitor; and David
Lucas, who joins as an LLP member
in the commercial team.
Newtons Solicitors managing

director Chris Newton said: “Having

fought against Dave Birks in court
I’m delighted that he has joined
Newtons together with Mark Reeves.
“Together with David Lucas, they

strengthen our presence
considerably for both commercial
and private work.”

Newtons Solicitors’ group fee
income increased from £1.8 million in
2013 to £2.6 million in 2014 and is
expected to leap to £3.7 million this
year.
Newtons Solicitors was founded by

Mr Newton and his wife, Sarah.

Rowena looks to Asia
after awards clean-up
A YORKmum and market trader
who has invented a new toothbrush
for babies has scooped three indus-
try awards as her product reaches a
new market in the Far East.
BugBrush, designed and created

by Rowena Johnson, has just been
named Best New Product in the
national Baby and Nursery Trade
Awards (Banta).
The win cements a hat-trick of

accolades for Ms Johnson, who was
the winner of the Innovation Show-
case at York technology exhibition
Venturefest 2015, as well as being a
finalist in the BQ Emerging Entre-
preneur of the Year awards.
Alongside the award success, Bug-

Brush is now heading for the Asian
market as Ms Johnson has teamed
up with distributors in Hong Kong,
Indonesia and Eastern Europe, as

well as winning a listing on global
online seller Amazon.
Ms Johnson said: “I’ve always

believed in this product and I’m de-
lighted that its innovation is being
recognised by these awards.
“I’ve had fantastic feedback

from parents where BugBrush
has helped them to ensure their
children have been able to achieve

good dental hygiene and prevent
tooth decay.”
First-time inventor Ms Johnson

created the BugBrush after grow-
ing frustrated when her daughter
Saskia stubbornly refused to allow
the brush end of her child’s tooth-
brush into her mouth, preferring
instead to gnaw the rubber end,
which she almost choked on.
Ms Johnson couldn’t find an alter-

native design and after eight years
of market research, product devel-
opment and testing, she launched
the BugBrush.
Earlier this year her product went

on sale in all 65 UK JoJo Maman
Bébé stores, with further interest
in Bugbrush from distributors in
Spain, China and the USA.
Ms Johnson funded the develop-

ment of BugBrush through her
market stall business Peruvian
Kids, which sells imported special-
ist hand-crafted children’s cardi-
gans and toys from Peru.
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Business Editor
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CLEANING
UP:
Rowena
Johnson,
who is
reaching a
new market
in the
Far East
with her
BugBrush

A former physiotherapist, copy-
writer and market trader, Ms John-
son has invested more than £180,000
in bringing BugBrush to market
and remains committed to solving
the problem of infant tooth decay.
The BugBrush, which is a bright-

ly coloured caterpillar-shaped
toothbrush, has ten times more
plaque removing bristles than
standard baby toothbrushes, with
more than 10,000 individual bristles
and a double-sided symmetrical de-
sign to ensure both top and bottom
teeth are cleaned simultaneously.
BugBrush has the backing of

Professor Monty Duggal, head
of Paediatric Dentistry at Leeds
Dental Institute, a leading expert in
tooth decay in children under five
years, who has given his support
in light of figures which reveal
that every day 20 children under
five years old have tooth extraction
under general anaesthetic, costing
the NHS about £2 million a year.
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Free training to
help with autism
A TOTAL of 150 people will be able to
attend a free two-hour autism
awareness course as part of a
scheme to raise awareness about the
condition and ensure early diagnosis.
A partnership between the City of

York Council and Living Autism will
provide free training for professionals
as well as families, carers and
members of the public.
The training will include information

about the causes and symptoms of
autism and how to behave and
interact with autistic people, as well
as a video session to experience how
autistic people hear and see the
world.
The scheme also provides for 50

people to become autism awareness
champions after a two-day training
course in a bid to increase support for
autistic people in York.
The £25,000 project was secured

thanks to a grant from the NHS. The
four training sessions will run
between May 8 and June 17 at the
Priory Street centre.
Gary Brittain, adults’ commissioning

and contracts manager at City of York
Council said: “We hope that this
training will improve the lives of all
those touched by autism as well as
their families, friends and carers.”

OUT TO AFRICA: Teacher Vikki Pendry with pupils, from left, Jackson
Carter, Danny Dinis and Macey Blue Howells, watched by Sue Boyle, left,
and Brian Male, from the Curriculum Foundation Picture: Nigel Holland

School’s helping hand
A SCHOOL in York has launched a
big project to bring books to Africa.
St Barnabas CE primary in Lee-

man Road has started a programme
called Big Stories for South Sudan
after hearing about the lack of
learning resources available to
children in the newest country in
the world.
Teachers at the school noticed

a huge pile of big books under a
cupboard in the library which were
used extensively ten years ago
as the main way of reading with
groups, or classes of children.
Now the school uses multiple cop-

ies of the same book or more often,
interactive whiteboards.
So St Barnabas is donating all

their big books to South Sudan
schools via the Curriculum Foun-
dation.
Teacher Vikki Pendry came up

with the idea. Mrs Pendry said: “I
have spent the last year working
with an organisation called the
Curriculum Foundation.
“They work all over the world de-

veloping a world-class curriculum.
Recent work, where I have been
involved, is out in South Sudan.
This is the newest country in the

world and faces many challenges
including children being used as
soldiers and only 12 per cent of
girls completing their primary
education. When the teachers
at St Barnabas heard about this
work, they considered the learning
resources dotted around school and
compared them to the resources
that schools in South Sudan have
which are virtually non-existent.
“On a trip to the capital, Juba, in

October 2014, I got a chance to show
colleagues these big books. The
response from teacher trainers was
emotional. What a difference they
would make.”
St Barnabas is donating all their

big books to South Sudan Schools
via the Curriculum Foundation.
They will be used initially for
teacher training and then will be
distributed to the schools who need
them most.
Mrs Pendry said the Curriculum

Foundation would like to hear from
any other schools in York who have
lonely copies of big books that
could be used to excite and inspire
children in South Sudan.
For more information go to ad-
min@curriculumfoundation.org

RED ALERT
YORK City are hopeful that Dave
Winfield will be available for
tonight’s home match against
Morecambe after their appeal
against his three-match ban
received support from referee chief
David Allison.

The Minstermen will learn
whether Winfield’s suspension
has been lifted at lunchtime with
Allison, who heads the national
Professional Game Match Officials
Board, agreeing that the club should
contest Dorset official Keith Stroud’s
decision to send the centre-back off
for dangerous play during
Saturday’s 1-0 win over Hartlepool.

Stroud red-carded Winfield despite
later footage from the match
proving that the City defender had
won the ball cleanly in a challenge
on Pool midfielder Brad Walker.

City boss Russ Wilcox believes
Allison’s view should provide cause
for optimism ahead of the hearing,
but warned that the ex-Premier
League referee also encouraged
the club to challenge Jake Hyde’s
dismissal against Luton which,
ultimately, proved fruitless.

“I spoke to Dave Allison - the
head of the assessors - before we
appealed against Jake’s red card
and he felt we had a good case but
that didn’t get turned over,” Wilcox
revealed. “He’s told me he thinks
we’ve got a good case again, but
it all depends on what the two or
three people on the panel think.

“Another ref might not have even
seen it as a foul on Saturday. He
had a good view of it but, while
he’s not allowed to look at the
match DVD at the ground after
the game, he promised to look at it
again, which he will have to do now
we’ve appealed.

“Dave has done a report, as we have,
so hopefully we will get a fair hearing
and they will come to the right
decision. I don’t want to lose him
for three games because he’s been
outstanding since coming back from
his loan spell with Wimbledon.”

Wilcox scrutinised Winfield’s
challenge several times before
deciding to appeal and felt no
differently about the incident
than he did seeing it live from the
dugouts.
l Turn to Page 39
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SEEING RED: York City’s Dave Winfield, third from left, is shown a red card by referee Keith Stroud 44 minutes into the Bootham Crescent clash with Hartlepool Picture: Gordon Clayton
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SPORTS PRESS: Monday   

All the weekend’s sport reports, results and league tables 

from the region’s professional football teams and all of the 

region’s non league teams.

HEALTH & WELLBEING: Monday  
Two pages of topical news and advice on subjects 

associated with health, beauty and wellbeing.

Yesterday Once More:  Monday
Two pages of stories and photographs from days gone by.

WOMEN: Tuesday                                   
The weekly Women’s double page colour spread provides a 

specific targeted product for our female readers who will be 

looking for certain services or products.  Packed with stories, 

features and advertising on fashion, beauty, shopping and 

issues affecting women.

BUSINESS PRESS MONTHLY: Tuesday 
Business Press Monthly Supplement appearing on the 

first Tuesday of each month. Each month the Business 

Press includes information on new companies, shares, 

regional/local news, appointments, meet the boss, client 

focus, corporate finance, SMEs, local businesses, business 

start up, commercial property, business sales, personal 

finance and training and skills.

RECRUITMENT: Wednesday
We offer an extensive portfolio of both in-paper and 

online platforms, which can make your advertisement 

work harder, thus offering you the best possible 

opportunity to secure the right person, right now!

EDUCATION: Wednesday
York has some top-class schools and colleges and the 
weekly Education page reflects the successes of local 
pupils and students. It also focuses on all the latest 
issues and news affecting the world of education – from 
nurseries to primary and secondary schools, further, 
higher and adult education.

PROPERTY PRESS 
NEW HOMES & LETTINGS: Thursday
Property	Press	and	New	Homes	&	Lettings	sections	rotate	
on a weekly basis, targeting property seekers of all kinds.  
Editorial coverage from re-sale to new home and lettings, 
covering York and North Yorkshire.

DRIVE: Friday
High quality motoring editorial as well as advertising from 
local motor dealers and private sales.  Drive is the perfect 
way to reach the region’s car buyers.

TWENTY FOUR SEVEN: Friday  
Providing a comprehensive guide to what’s going on 
around York and the surrounding area for the week 
ahead. The guide contains editorial reviews on films, 
music and theatre, gig guide, seven days’TV listings and 
also an “on the menu” feature, exclusive to 8 restaurants 
each week.

LIFE & TIMES: Saturday
Life	and	Style	contains	reviews	on	books,	wine,	beer,	
eating out, fashion/beauty and travel and a detailed 
walk for the readers to follow. This platform is editorially 
led and provides our readers with ideas as to what to do 
in their leisure time.

PARK LIFE: Saturday   
Weekly grassroots sport supplement covering a huge 
range	of	sports	from	football	to	fencing.	Park	Life	includes	
match reports, results, league tables for both adult and 
junior sport.

Health, beauty & wellbeing
Our four-page pull-out to help you get motivated

DID
YOU

KNOW?
Nerve impulses travel

at more than
400 kilometres

per hour

Free sessions with
York fitness group
BRITISH Military Fitness (BMF) is
holding free sessions at Rawcliffe
Country Park at 10am on Saturdays
throughout April and is inviting
beginners to come and have a go.

Harry Sowerby, founder and man-
aging director of BMF, said: “We
can’t believe it’s been 16 years since
we first started British Military
Fitness. Since then we’ve gone from
strength to strength and now have
a presence all over the UK. I hope
both newcomers and familiar faces
will join us in celebrating this won-
derful milestone by taking the first
step and coming to the park. Once
that’s done, we’ll do the hard work
for you and keep you motivated to
achieve real results.”

For more information about Brit-
ish Military Fitness, please visit
britishmilitaryfitness.com.

Focus on carers’ rights
DO you care about carers rights?
Would you be able to give up some
of your free time to discuss issues
that affect carers?

If so, then the East Riding Carers
Advisory Group (CAG) would like
to hear from you.

The Carers Advisory Group is
looking to boost its membership
at a time when the rights, roles
and responsibilities of carers
are increasingly coming into the
spotlight. The group represents
the approximate 3,700 carers who
are registered with the East Riding
Carers Support Service, as well as
the 38,000 hidden, unregistered car-
ers within the area.

For more details about the CAG
call the Carers Support Service on
0800 9176844.

Nordic walking event
PEOPLE are invited to try out
nordic walking at an event to mark
Mental Health Awareness Week.

Wolds Edge Holiday Lodges, to-
gether with Nordic walking expert
and mindfulness teacher Jason
Feavers, are holding a coffee and
cake sale as well as taster sessions
in Nordic walking with a mind
body theme. Jason said: “Within
the wellness Nordic walking ses-
sions, meditation techniques are
used to learn this skill and then to
bring this heightened awareness
into the Nordic walks.”

The event at Wolds Edge Holiday
Lodges, Bishop Wilton, near York
is on Tuesday, May 12. Cakes and
teas/coffees are available between
10am to 2pm and Nordic walking
sessions run throughout the day.

To book a place, phone Jason on
07790 702313 or visit y
orknordicwalking.co.uk

Putting the spotlight on
a little-known condition

M
ANY of us will no-
tice little red bumps
on our skin from
time to time. Thank-
fully, they’re usually

completely harmless and nothing
to worry about, and will probably
go away on their own, eventually.
But if they don’t, and they’re

also painful - or if you also have
other symptoms, those red bumps
could be a sign of sarcoidosis,
a condition where cells clump
together to form small lumps of
inflammation and scarring called
granulomas. These can develop
anywhere in the body, including
on the vital organs.

SO WHAT IS IT?
SARCOIDOSIS is a little-known
disease, but in a bid to help peo-
ple learn more about it, April is
Sarcoidosis Awareness Month.
The British Lung Foundation

points out that while around
a quarter of the granulomas
caused by sarcoidosis can be
found on the skin, they are also
commonly found in the lungs and
lymph glands. In addition, they
can occur in the heart, nervous
system, liver, spleen, muscles,
nose, sinuses or eyes.

SPOTTING THE SIGNS
WHEN many develop in one area,
they can affect how well that
part of the body works, causing
symptoms including:
l Breathlessness and a dry cough
l Fatigue or feeling ill
l Red or sore eyes
l Painful red lumps, particularly
on the shins
l Swollen lymph glands in the
face, neck or armpits
l Rashes, usually on the upper
body
l Painful joints or bones
l An abnormal heart rhythm.

RISK FACTORS
SARCOIDOSIS can start at any
age, but it’s most commonly seen
in adults in their 30s or 40s, and
it’s unusual for children to get it.
Researchers think there may be
a higher risk of developing sar-
coidosis in some people’s genes.
It is estimated to affect around
one person in every 10,000 in the
UK.

It’s Sarcoidosis
Awareness Month,
but have you even
heard of it? LISA
SALMON investigates
the symptoms and
causes of the disease

UNCLEAR CAUSES
IT’S not clear exactly what caus-
es it, although it’s thought to be
linked to the immune system. An
environmental trigger may cause
the immune system to attack
healthy parts of the body, instead
of just attacking ‘threats’, as it’s
meant to.

IS IT EASY TO DIAGNOSE?
SYMPTOMS can come on sud-
denly and not last very long, or
can be very gradual and long-
lasting - a type of the condition
known as chronic sarcoidosis.
There can even be no symptoms,
with the condition only diag-
nosed after tests, such as X-rays
or CT scans, for something else.

CAN IT BE TREATED?
DEPENDING on how severe
the sarcoidosis is, and where
it’s located, doctors may opt not
to treat the condition. In more
severe cases, steroids may be
prescribed, but often, doctors
will just monitor it to see if it
disappears on its own. Lifestyle
changes might be recommended
too, and the Sarcoidosis Charity
SILA suggests simple healthy
measures including:
l Stop smoking
l Avoid exposure to dust, chemi-
cals, fumes and toxic gases
l Eat a healthy balanced diet
l Drink plenty of water
l Get plenty of exercise and
sleep.

WHAT’S THE PROGNOSIS?
THERE may be flare-ups of
symptoms, although most people
with chronic sarcoidosis eventu-
ally get better. For some, it can
last for years, and cause perma-
nent damage and scarring to the
affected areas, leading to further
symptoms such as increasing
breathlessness if the granulomas
are in the lungs. In very rare
cases, people can die from heart
or lung sarcoidosis.
There’s no cure for the condition,
but fortunately it’s rare.

l For more help and information
about sarcoidosis, visit sila.org.
uk or call the Sarcoidosis Charity
SILA helpline on 020 7237 5912.

WATER WORKS: Drinking plenty of water
may help in the treatment of the condition

Smooth, punchy but not pricey
THINKING of buying a small car?
Vauxhall wants you to stop what
you’re doing and look this way: the
firm has just announced prices for
the Viva supermini.
The price of the budget-friendly

runabout will start from £7,995,
which buys a basic SE model with
six airbags, electric mirrors and
front windows, as well as remote
central locking.
Viva is the latest Vauxhall to fea-

ture its new 1.0-litre three-cylinder
Ecotec engine. Specially-developed
for Viva, the 75PS powertrain is
smooth, punchy and efficient,
and is mated to a slick five-speed
transmission.
Special ‘Air Con’ and ‘EcoFlex’

versions of the SE will be added for
those who want air conditioning or
sub-100g/km emissions.
Achieving 65.7mpg combined and

99g/km, the Viva SE ecoFlex gets

a front lip spoiler, extended rear
spoiler with LED brake light and
ultra-low rolling resistance tyres
over the entry model. It is priced
from £8,170.
Upgrading to SL trim – a badge

deliberately carried over from the
original Viva – brings a price tag
of £9,495.
Climate control, improved seat

trim, leather steering wheel trim,
six speakers, a USB connection and
Bluetooth will all be standard on
the Viva.
Extras like heated seats and steer-

ing wheel, rear parking sensors
and a sliding glass sunroof are
ammunition that Vauxhall hopes
will tempt buyers away from estab-
lished city cars.
“Short, crisp and full of char-

acter, Vauxhall’s new entry-level
model is a proper small car and
will hold great appeal in this

rapidly growing sector,” said Tim
Tozer, Vauxhall’s chairman and
managing director.
“Viva joins new Corsa and Adam

in a compelling small car portfolio,
giving Vauxhall an unrivalled posi-
tion in the small car market.”
Options available include the

Winter Pack (heated seats and
steering wheel), rear parking
sensors and electric glass sliding
sunroof.
Viva will be available on competi-

tive personal contract purchase
plans for retail customers.
With a name that pays homage

to Vauxhall’s original Viva, which
was made from 1963 to 1979, the
new Viva shares the original’s phi-
losophy of clean lines, durability
and practicality.
It will be available in ten exterior

paint colours with a variety of 14
to 16-inch wheels.
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VIVA: The latest addition to Vauxhall’s compact car range will be in the
showrooms this summer

Drive
Hundreds of new and used cars for sale

THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 2015

Town houses are on the up

IF you can’t build out, build up…
that was a common expression
in the 1960s and early 1970s when
developers seemed to first realise
the mass potential of high rise
apartment living.
Of course the Victorians had

been there before – realising the
grandeur that could be created by
spreading skywards and creating
high and handsome homes in town

house terraces (as in cities like
York and Bath) or great squares as
can still be seen in London.
And, as with so many things, the

Victorians did it better than the
somewhat – well, quite a big lot,
actually - misguided planners that
were to follow.
Apartment living is here to stay

and, it has to be said, in better
looking and better built forms than

those of the not-so-swinging Sixties
tower blocks. But what of house-
building today?
At a time of land shortages and

ever-increasing housing demand,
three-storey homes have been a key
component of many of the modern
developments springing up in and
around York.
But, it should be said, this is noth-

ing new.

It’s been a feature of new housing
developments in York for at least
the last 20 years.
And we have two examples this

week showing just how effective
three-storey houses can be as fam-
ily homes.
They both qualify under the

“property of the week” banner
and both deserve worthy mention
as big, bright, modern properties

making splendid use of space and
light.
The first is an absolutely delight-

ful town house in a superb position
overlooking Haxby Road Bowls
Park and with views across the
York skyline towards the Minster
– and with deep windows and a
bedroom balcony making the most
of those vistas.

l Continued on page 36

BRIAN PAGE LOOKS AT TWO EXCELLENT THREE-STOREY FAMILY HOMES IN YORK
WHICH MAKE THE MOST OF SPACE AND STYLE

yorkpropertypress.co.uk

ROOMS
WITH A
VIEW: This
is the view
from 15
Hansom
Place, in
York, one
of two
properties
of the week.
The town
house
boasts a
superb
position
overlooking
Haxby Road
Bowls Park
with views
across the
York skyline
towards the
Minster

Homes for sale and lettings

PropertyPress
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PRINT READER DEMOGRAPHICS 

Male         48%
Female     52%
 
15-24 years 10%
25-34 years 10%
35-44 years 13%
45-54 years   19%
55-64 years   18%
65+ years   30%
 
ABC1   52%
C2DE       48%

Reaching a weekly print 
and online audience of 
more than 25,932****

Est. 1869 - Serving the communities of 
Ryedale and North Yorkshire
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*** Adobe Marketing Cloud March 2015 ****Telmar/eTelmar, Unduplicated Audience, Dec 2015

KEY FACTS

Circulation  8,556* (100% PAID FOR)
Readership  23,998**

Readers per copy   2.9
Frequency Wednesday
Price   £1 

Website  gazetteherald.co.uk 
Unique Visitors  51,608/month***

Page Impressions  279,459/month***

TOP 8
ONLINE PAGES***

Page 
Views Visits

Unique
Visitors

News  145,368  74,864 42,081 
Homepage  30,941  20,872 7,299 
Announcements  16,068 3,702  1,960 
Pics  57,813 2,096  1,784 
Homes 3,938  1,006  810 
Jobs  5,431 1,669  1,333 
Leisure  2,988  2,356  2,139 
Sport  2,881  2,135  1,821 

ONLINE DEMOGRAPHICS 

Male         44%
Female     56%
 
15-24 years   6%
25-34 years   12%
35-44 years 16%
45-54 years 28%
55+ years  38%

GET IN TOUCH: SPEAK TO OUR REPORTERS ON 01653 695600 £1Wednesday, April 22, 2015

HOUSE THAT
JACK BUILT

Page 87

‘Behave, or you will be
barred from every pub’
LICENSEES are sending out a
united message to anyone who uses
violent or criminal behaviour in their
premises, by banning them from
every pub in Ryedale.
Members of the three Ryedale

Pubwatch schemes – Malton/Nor-
ton, Helmsley/Kirkbymoorside and
Pickering – have agreed to support
each other in an attempt to reduce
violent incidents and criminal or dis-
orderly behaviour in bars and pubs
in all five towns.
A “banned from one pub, banned

Picture: Anna Gowthorpe

Gazette
winners
A TOWN primary
school punched
above its weight to
win a new sports kit
courtesy of the
Gazette & Herald.
Helmsley Primary
School won the Win a
Sports Kit for Your
Local Team
competition after
collecting the most
tokens published in
the newspaper in
February and March.
The kit will be
provided by Emblazon
and is worth up to
£500.
School administrator
Helen Fisher said:
“We are thrilled to
have won and the
children were
delighted. The whole
community was
behind the school,
which was lovely and
we’re really grateful.”

WEEKEND
Page 29

MOTORING
NEWS

PAGE 67

JOIN THE TOUR WITH OUR SOUVENIR POSTER PAGE 36

gazette@gazetteherald.co.uk

By Karen Darley
karen.darley@gazetteherald.co.uk
Twitter @KarenGazette

from all pubs” scheme is being
introduced and any person who
assaults a member of staff, assaults
a customer, uses or sells drugs, dam-
ages property or uses anti-social be-
haviour will be barred from entering
any venue that is a member of the
Pubwatch scheme for an indefinite
period, depending on the severity of
the incident.

Landlords and the police want to
promote a safe, secure environment
in all licensed premises to help
reduce alcohol-related crime.
Inspector Andy Everitt, head of

Ryedale police, said: “Owners and
staff working in pubs across Ryedale
are united in preventing incidents
of violence, disorder and anti-social
behaviour. Offenders should not
be surprised to find themselves ar-
rested and charged.”
Pubwatch members use a ring-

round system to share information

about criminal or disorderly behav-
iour quickly and efficiently with each
other and the police.
The police also provide photo-

graphs to assist staff in identifying
customers barred by Pubwatch.
Members meet regularly to discuss

issues relating to social responsibil-
ity and the safety of customers and
visitors to the area and will now be
looking at how licensees can work
together to create an environment
whereby all businesses can benefit

l Continued on page 2

Pubwatch steps up anti-violence campaign by introducing blanket ban
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Gazette &
Herald

The Gazette & Herald provides tailored advertising 
platforms, which local, regional and national 
businesses use to engage with our readers.

Reputable: First published 146 years ago, the Gazette & 
Herald maintains its position as the main newspaper for 
the Ryedale and the North York Moors.

Retention value: The Gazette & Herald is a weekly 
publication and a substantial read, its readers refer back to 
it again and again throughout the week.

Online:  The online platform for the Gazette & Herald is 
gazetteherald.co.uk providing up to the minute news 
and local information
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Phone: 01653 695600 Online: gazetteherald.co.uk Twitter: @gazetteherald £1Wednesday, April 15, 2015

Win £500 of Goodyear clothing – Page 16

Weekend
Page 27

Homes &
Gardens
Page 33

Demands to end
store plans saga
DISTRICT councillors will consider
extending the controversial contract
to sell Wentworth Street car park in
Malton and develop the site into a
supermarket.
A four-year contract between

Ryedale District Council and Leeds-
based developer GMI Holbeck is due
to expire on May 4. The firm has
asked for an extension and its appli-
cation will be discussed by members
at a full meeting of the district coun-
cil tomorrow night (Thursday).
However, Councillors Paul Andrews

and Lindsay Burr are putting forward
a motion to block the proposal,

arguing that the contract cannot be
completed until GMI can provide a
supermarket developer to build on
the car park.
In a joint statement, they said:

“The saga of the sale of Wentworth
street car park rolls on. We have
put a motion to full council to try to
change councillors’ minds regarding
the sale of the site and we have both
refused to support another super-
market on this site over the last four

years. The motion highlights the fact
that since 2008 GMI has not found
a potential buyer and it just proves
that there is no appetite for a devel-
opment of this scale on Wentworth
Street car park.
“Our motion gives the Conservative

ruling group a chance to re-think
its long-term strategy and back the
views of the local residents and
businesses, who do not want this
supermarket scheme in Malton.
“After four years, a buyer has not

been found and the GMI contract
should be withdrawn, as it has now
come to an end. If this is agreed on

By Karen Darley
karen.darley@gazetteherald.co.uk
Twitter @KarenGazette

Thursday, the new incoming council
could re-appraise the situation with
fresh eyes.”
Councillor Linda Cowling, leader of

the council, confirmed that the au-
thority had received a request from
GMI Holbeck for an extension to the
contract it had with the council for
the purchase of land at Wentworth
Street car park.
“There have been delays, which it

is argued are outside the control of
GMI and could be attributable to the
council,” she said. “I believe that the
request to extend the time limit in

l Continued on page 6

Motoring
Page 67

Raising the roof
Mastercraftsman Christopher Smart has been
making sure it is not the last straw for Thornton-
le-Dale’s tourist attraction Full story: Page 3
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Readership:  There are 304,744 adults in the Gazette & 
Herald circulation area, of which 23,998 adults read the 
publication each week.

Reach:  In the Gazette & Herald  core marketing areas 
(Malton and Pickering) 16,930 adults read the publication.  
This is 47% of people on Malton and 54% of people in 
Pickering. 

Reader Profile:  The Gazette & Herald readership is 
weighted slightly towards female readers (52%) and 
readers aged 65+ (30%).  52% of all readers are social 
grade ABC1.

Top 5 locations by readership:  Malton (8,892), Pickering 
(8,038), York Rural (2,914), Thirsk Rural (1,498), York (1,125).

Top 5 locations by reach: Pickering (54%), Malton (48%), 
Thirsk Rural (12%), Scarborough Rural (3%), York Rural (3%).
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Profile Readership Readership% Area Area%
Male: 11,566 48 156,765 49

Female: 12,432 52 156,451 51

Aged 15-34: 4,593 19 83,796 28

Aged 35-54: 7,781 32 95,843 32

Aged 55+ : 11,624 48 122,877 40

AB: 6,101 26 78,165 26

C1: 6,402 27 88,152 29

C2: 6,489 27 68,958 23

DE: 5,005 21 69,649 23

PHONE: 01653 695600 ONLINE: gazetteherald.co.uk TWITTER: @gazetteherald £1Wednesday, April 8, 2015
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Coma boy friends
reach £10k target
A FUNDRAISING drive launched to
bring home a five-year-old boy who
was seriously injured on holiday has
exceeded its target in less than a
week.

Alex Thornton, 33, who will be
taking on the Yorkshire Three Peaks
next month, set a £10,000 target
to raise money for Alek Malinka,
who is currently in a coma in the
Czech Republic following a sledging
accident while on holiday with his
father, Peter.

Within days, donations to cover the
cost of the family’s flights back to the
UK flooded in and the fundraising

total is now almost £14,000. The
family were enjoying a week-long trip
when the accident happened and
Alek’s mum, Ela and sister have
since flown out to join them.

Alex, of Pickering, said that Alek,
who attends St Joseph’s Primary
School, remains in a coma and that
although he can come home as soon
as the doctors allow it, it is almost
certain now that he will never fully
recover from the serious head inju- INJURED: Alek Malinka

By Hannah Bryan
hannahl.bryan@gazetteherald.co.uk
Twitter @HannahGazette

Taking sanctuary in
the calf-way house
AN animal sanctuary is appealing for help to get a
young bullock back on his feet. Sharron Lawlor and
her daughter, Storm, in Malton, took in Duke, a
dwarf Hereford bullock after he was deemed a
“reject”. The sanctuary is hoping to raise at least
£10,000 to help get Duke moo-ving.

l Full Story: Page 3

All the latest
farming
n-ewes!

Pages 22 to 26

New look
Weekend

Page 31

ries suffered. Alex said: “The doctors
are talking to his parents about his
future and the best and worst case
scenarios.

“The best possible outcome his
parents are praying for is that he
regains consciousness. Anything
more than that would be a miracle,
but it is likely he will face consider-
able physical and mental disabilities
for the rest of his life as a result of
his brain injury.”

Following the update on Alek’s
condition, the fundraising target has
been raised to £30,000 to support

l Continued on Page 3

Helmsley 10k
Pages 4 & 5

Picture: David Harrison
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Town Population Readership Reach%
Malton 18,218 8,892 48.81

Pickering 14,870 8,038 54.06

York Rural 80,884 2,914 3.6

Thirsk Rural 11,934 1,498 12.56

York 141,110 1,113 0.8

Scarborough Rural 25,625 976 3.81

Edinburgh 409,588 222 0.05

Thirsk 7,404 200 2.7

Driffield Rural 19,937 166 0.83

Scarborough 36,548 149 0.41

Northallerton 13,817 50 0.37

Tadcaster 10,963 26 0.24

Selby 37,321 9 0.02

Market Weighton 10,694 8 0.08

Harrogate 72,107 6 0.01

Boroughbridge 7,194 3 0.04

Sherburn-In-Elmet 9,905 3 0.03

Wetherby 21,464 3 0.01

Source: JICREG data as Dec 2015
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‘Behave, or you will be
barred from every pub’
LICENSEES are sending out a
united message to anyone who uses
violent or criminal behaviour in their
premises, by banning them from
every pub in Ryedale.
Members of the three Ryedale

Pubwatch schemes – Malton/Nor-
ton, Helmsley/Kirkbymoorside and
Pickering – have agreed to support
each other in an attempt to reduce
violent incidents and criminal or dis-
orderly behaviour in bars and pubs
in all five towns.
A “banned from one pub, banned

Picture: Anna Gowthorpe

Gazette
winners
A TOWN primary
school punched
above its weight to
win a new sports kit
courtesy of the
Gazette & Herald.
Helmsley Primary
School won the Win a
Sports Kit for Your
Local Team
competition after
collecting the most
tokens published in
the newspaper in
February and March.
The kit will be
provided by Emblazon
and is worth up to
£500.
School administrator
Helen Fisher said:
“We are thrilled to
have won and the
children were
delighted. The whole
community was
behind the school,
which was lovely and
we’re really grateful.”
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By Karen Darley
karen.darley@gazetteherald.co.uk
Twitter @KarenGazette

from all pubs” scheme is being
introduced and any person who
assaults a member of staff, assaults
a customer, uses or sells drugs, dam-
ages property or uses anti-social be-
haviour will be barred from entering
any venue that is a member of the
Pubwatch scheme for an indefinite
period, depending on the severity of
the incident.

Landlords and the police want to
promote a safe, secure environment
in all licensed premises to help
reduce alcohol-related crime.
Inspector Andy Everitt, head of

Ryedale police, said: “Owners and
staff working in pubs across Ryedale
are united in preventing incidents
of violence, disorder and anti-social
behaviour. Offenders should not
be surprised to find themselves ar-
rested and charged.”
Pubwatch members use a ring-

round system to share information

about criminal or disorderly behav-
iour quickly and efficiently with each
other and the police.
The police also provide photo-

graphs to assist staff in identifying
customers barred by Pubwatch.
Members meet regularly to discuss

issues relating to social responsibil-
ity and the safety of customers and
visitors to the area and will now be
looking at how licensees can work
together to create an environment
whereby all businesses can benefit

l Continued on page 2

Pubwatch steps up anti-violence campaign by introducing blanket ban
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Coma boy friends
reach £10k target
A FUNDRAISING drive launched to
bring home a five-year-old boy who
was seriously injured on holiday has
exceeded its target in less than a
week.

Alex Thornton, 33, who will be
taking on the Yorkshire Three Peaks
next month, set a £10,000 target
to raise money for Alek Malinka,
who is currently in a coma in the
Czech Republic following a sledging
accident while on holiday with his
father, Peter.

Within days, donations to cover the
cost of the family’s flights back to the
UK flooded in and the fundraising

total is now almost £14,000. The
family were enjoying a week-long trip
when the accident happened and
Alek’s mum, Ela and sister have
since flown out to join them.

Alex, of Pickering, said that Alek,
who attends St Joseph’s Primary
School, remains in a coma and that
although he can come home as soon
as the doctors allow it, it is almost
certain now that he will never fully
recover from the serious head inju- INJURED: Alek Malinka

By Hannah Bryan
hannahl.bryan@gazetteherald.co.uk
Twitter @HannahGazette

Taking sanctuary in
the calf-way house
AN animal sanctuary is appealing for help to get a
young bullock back on his feet. Sharron Lawlor and
her daughter, Storm, in Malton, took in Duke, a
dwarf Hereford bullock after he was deemed a
“reject”. The sanctuary is hoping to raise at least
£10,000 to help get Duke moo-ving.

l Full Story: Page 3

All the latest
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ries suffered. Alex said: “The doctors
are talking to his parents about his
future and the best and worst case
scenarios.

“The best possible outcome his
parents are praying for is that he
regains consciousness. Anything
more than that would be a miracle,
but it is likely he will face consider-
able physical and mental disabilities
for the rest of his life as a result of
his brain injury.”

Following the update on Alek’s
condition, the fundraising target has
been raised to £30,000 to support

l Continued on Page 3

Helmsley 10k
Pages 4 & 5

Picture: David Harrison
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Demands to end
store plans saga
DISTRICT councillors will consider
extending the controversial contract
to sell Wentworth Street car park in
Malton and develop the site into a
supermarket.
A four-year contract between

Ryedale District Council and Leeds-
based developer GMI Holbeck is due
to expire on May 4. The firm has
asked for an extension and its appli-
cation will be discussed by members
at a full meeting of the district coun-
cil tomorrow night (Thursday).
However, Councillors Paul Andrews

and Lindsay Burr are putting forward
a motion to block the proposal,

arguing that the contract cannot be
completed until GMI can provide a
supermarket developer to build on
the car park.
In a joint statement, they said:

“The saga of the sale of Wentworth
street car park rolls on. We have
put a motion to full council to try to
change councillors’ minds regarding
the sale of the site and we have both
refused to support another super-
market on this site over the last four

years. The motion highlights the fact
that since 2008 GMI has not found
a potential buyer and it just proves
that there is no appetite for a devel-
opment of this scale on Wentworth
Street car park.
“Our motion gives the Conservative

ruling group a chance to re-think
its long-term strategy and back the
views of the local residents and
businesses, who do not want this
supermarket scheme in Malton.
“After four years, a buyer has not

been found and the GMI contract
should be withdrawn, as it has now
come to an end. If this is agreed on

By Karen Darley
karen.darley@gazetteherald.co.uk
Twitter @KarenGazette

Thursday, the new incoming council
could re-appraise the situation with
fresh eyes.”
Councillor Linda Cowling, leader of

the council, confirmed that the au-
thority had received a request from
GMI Holbeck for an extension to the
contract it had with the council for
the purchase of land at Wentworth
Street car park.
“There have been delays, which it

is argued are outside the control of
GMI and could be attributable to the
council,” she said. “I believe that the
request to extend the time limit in

l Continued on page 6
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Raising the roof
Mastercraftsman Christopher Smart has been
making sure it is not the last straw for Thornton-
le-Dale’s tourist attraction Full story: Page 3
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Living	is	the	inspirational	magazine	in	Yorkshire.	We	
celebrate local life through our people-focused 
editorial content. Our readers enjoy the finer things in 
life and have a large disposable income. 

For	more	than	nine	years,	Living	has	delighted	our	
readers with excellent content about celebrating living 
life in Yorkshire.

With fully researched and targeted distribution, 
Living	Magazine	is	circulated	to	a	carefully	selected	
audience within Yorkshire.

Distribution
Through detailed area profiling using lifestyle research 
to	identify	the	ideal	distribution	areas,	Living	is	able	to	
specifically target its audience in a very unique way.

Living	has	identified	selected	outlets	for	distribution	and	
boasts delivery to over 250 outlets in the region.
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Living is a 
complimentary glossy, 
lifestyle magazine.
15,000 copies of Living are published 
monthly and it is FREE to pick up from 
selected outlets.

Living
Magazine SHE SHELLS...
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YORKSHIRE
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24 SAINT  
SAVIOURGATE
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WILD LIFE BOUTIQUE 
B&BS

YORK 
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The Northern Farmer publication was 
launched in October 2010 and has quickly 
positioned itself in the market as a must have 
read for the farming community. It is an 
extension of the highly successful and award 
winning “The Scottish Farmer”.

The Northern Farmer will strive to be the 
mainstay of the North of England farming 
industry providing unrivalled news, views, 
market intelligence and features on all aspects 
of agricultural and equestrianism written by 
knowledgeable award winning writers.

Distribution
The Northern Farmer is an agricultural 
publication for the North of England. Published 
monthly with a circulation of 10,000, of which 
3,000 is distributed via direct mailings to 
Farmers across the northern regions and 
7,000 copies being distributed to specifically 
targeted agricultural outlets and auction marts.

Supporting farmers in 
the North of England
The Northern Farmer is a monthly 
summary of all the essential farming 
news that matters to those involved in 
agriculture in the north of England.

The Northern Farmer |19
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Barley bucks trend as one of
largest shipments leaves UK
ONE of the largest shipments of
grain to ever leave the UK has been
loaded at the Port of Tyne.
GrainCo, the largest grain trad-

ing andmarketing business in the
North of England and Scotland,
spent nearly seven days loading
more than 60,000 tonnes of barley
on board the giant Rosco Poplar
bulk cargo vessel, which has a max-
imum capacity of 68,000 tonnes.
Gary Bright, GrainComanaging

director, said it was one of the larg-
est grain shipments to ever leave
the UK. He said: “The UK barley
market is bucking the global trend
with increased supplies of good
quality barley available – about
2,310 truckloads will be loaded and
the ability to export in such large
vessels increases export opportuni-
ties from the local and wider
region.”

The barley was from farms in an
area stretching fromDundee to
Doncaster. It was bound for Saudi
Arabia to be used as animal feed
and follows an earlier shipment of
33,000 tonnes to Kuwait.
GrainCo is a part of Tynegrain,

the North’s leading grain drying
and storage co-operative, and
owned bymore than 100 farmers in
the North-East and Scotland
Mr Bright said demand from

domestic consumption had been
poor for barley, which had led to
them seeking export markets for
the surplus crop. Steven Harrison,
chief operating officer for the Port
of Tyne, said: “The Port of Tyne
has invested heavily in handling
equipment for a variety of dry bulk
cargoes and it is good to see grain
as a commodity experiencing this
resurgence.”

EU offers best bet
SIR James Paice, former farms minis-
ter, advised farmers to vote to stay in
Europe if a referendum on EU mem-
bership is held.

He told growers at NIAB TAG’s
30th anniversary Outlook Conference
at Scotch Corner, that if Britain opted
out, its farmers would not receive any-
thing like the current payments.

Sir James said: “If we left, our treas-
ury would not be prepared to provide
farm support at anything even close
to current levels. Plus, we would still
have to meet all the European stand-
ards of production for our exports.

“We would find ourselves being
forced to meet these exacting stand-
ards, without any opportunity to be
able to participate in the way the rules
are drawn up.”

Sir James said that the majority of
politicians failed to understand the
complexities of the CAP and consid-
ered farm support payments a drain on
taxpayers’ money.

He reminded growers that farming
was not at the top of any party polit-
ical agenda, with some politicians still
viewing agriculture as an obstacle to
environmental conservation.

Sir James said. “There are still in-
fluential people out there who think
that taking land out of agricultural

production will improve biodiversity.
They do not recognise that it needs to
be managed, for maximum benefit to
wildlife.”

He said he had witnessed tension
among European Union representa-
tives, with officials from some mem-
ber states regarding the CAP as a
social mechanism primarily to keep
farmers on the land. Meanwhile, oth-
ers felt it was vital to support agricul-
ture as an economic industry.

The growing global demand for food
and price volatility were subjects that
had only been added to the political
debate fairly recently, he said.

“Last time the CAP was reviewed,
food shortage issues were given little

consideration,” said Sir James. “That
will most certainly not be the case
when it comes to the end of the cur-
rent period of reform, which runs until
2020.

“It should have been realised that
opening up markets would increase
price volatility. I would like to see Eu-
rope set out broad rules and budgets
and give each country greater flexibil-
ity over how the rules are interpreted.”

While he thought it unlikely that
farm support would cease altogether
in the foreseeable future, it was inev-
itable that payments would diminish.
A strategy was needed to help farmers
cope during the transitional period.
Conference reports: page 4

By Wendy Short

LOADING UP: Gary Bright, left, managing director of GrainCo, with
Steven Harrison, the Port of Tyne’s chief operating officer
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RPA claim advice
STEPS to ensure that farmers and their
agents can complete their Basic Pay-
ment Scheme (BPS) claims on time
have been announced by the Rural
Payments Agency (RPA).
While the core and registration parts
of the Rural Payments system are
working well, there have been perfor-
mance problems with the online inter-
face that farmers and agents use.
The RPA is now offering farmers
and their agents the use of established
forms and processes to complete their
claims by the deadline. The RPA will
then input this data on to the system,
and will be able to make payments to

farmers from December 2015.
Apart from registering, farmers will
not be asked to enter any further data
online now. Data that has already been
entered onto the system has been saved
and will be used.
Two forms are now available to
download from the RPA’s website at
gov.uk. These are RLE1, which allows
claimants to transfer land and entitle-
ments and make changes to their land;
and BP5, the BPS claim form.
RPA chief executive, Mark Grim-
shaw, said: “My priority is to ensure
that every farmer and agent has the
help they need to make their claims
on time.
“Having listened to feedback, the
RPA will now combine existing forms

that farming businesses are used to,
with data that the Rural Payments sys-
tem already has. This will mean that
everyone who is registered and wants
to complete a 2015 Basic Payment
Scheme claim can do so.”
The RPA has started emailing all
farmers and agents, who have already
registered on the Rural Payments web-
site, to provide further detail on com-
pleting and submitting claims.
The new ways farmers can complete
their claims are:
n Farm businesses with little change
to their land will be fast-tracked by
the RPA. They will receive an email
in April that summarises the land and
entitlement information already held,
together with instructions on complet-

ing their claim by email.
n Farm businesses that need to map
new features can use existing forms to
prepare their claims, before they are
sent a form in April, which they can
submit by post or at a drop-in centre.
Any farmer who has not received an
up-to-date map of their land from the
RPA in the past six months will be sent
one during April.
Mark Grimshaw said that they wel-
comed the announcement by Commis-
sioner Hogan to offer an extension of
the deadline for BPS claims to June 15.
Farmers and their agents can obtain
help at RPA drop-in centres or by
calling the helpline on 03000 200301.
Farmers still need to register using the
online service to start the process.

By Mike Bridgen

Meet our
Northern
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Kelloe Mains
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see pages
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£700,000 HANDED BACK TO LENDAL BRIDGE DRIVERS: PAGE 3

5-STAR HOTEL
TO DOUBLE
INSIZE YORK’S only five-star hotel is set

to double in size through a £15
million investment that will cre-
ate 45 jobs and 107 new rooms.

The owner of the Grand Hotel
& Spa, formerly the Cedar Court
Grand, has bought a neighbour-
ing empty office block, which it
plans to turn into an extension of
its historic Grade II listed hotel in
Station Rise.
• Turn to Page 5

BY LAURA KNOWLSON
Business editor

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22, 2015 60p

BOLT’S PEP TALK TOYORK SPRINTE R - BACK PAGE
Mother
arrested
over child
cruelty
A MOTHER has been
arrested on suspicion of
child cruelty after concerns
were raised for the safety of
her children.
Paramedics called police to

a property in the north of
York at 8.30am on Tuesday
when the alarm was raised
for the children’s welfare,
and they are now being
cared for by social services.
The 29-year-old woman was

taken into custody.
It is believed one of the chil-
dren had been unintention-
ally hurt by another child,
when washing powder was
poured over their head.
Yorkshire Ambulance

Service would not confirm
whether any of the young-
sters were taken to hospital,
nor say who called the emer-
gency services.
The mum was arrested at

9.15am at the home on sus-
picion of child cruelty and
possessing cannabis and is
currently being questioned
by police officers.

£15m investment to create 45 new jobs

ABOVE: An artist’s impression
showing Roman House office
block in Rougier Street, York,
which the Cedar Court Hotel
wants to convert into 107
rooms

RIGHT: Hotel manager Maria
Florou outside Roman House

Picture: Nigel Holland
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The BID to keep
York competing

ByLauraKnowlson
Business Editor

laura.knowlson@thepress.co.uk

MORE than 1,000 businesses in York
city centre are being consulted over
plans to raise almost £4.4 million over
the next five years to improve the
city’s economic environment.

Stakeholders were invited yester-
day to the official launch of the York
Business Improvement District (BID)
consultation phase, which will see
1,300 businesses within the inner ring
road asked for their views on the pro-
posals over the coming months.

If approved, the BID scheme will
raise in the region of £878,000 annu-
ally through imposing a levy on busi-
nesses, equating to one per cent of
the rateable value of their business.

The money will then be spent on
improvement schemes, jointly agreed
upon by business owners within the
BID.

Adam Sinclair, chairman of City
Team York, which is leading the
BID proposals, and managing direc-
tor of Mulberry Hall, said: “York is
largely thriving, but it does exist in

an increasingly-competitive market
place, and is facing increasing vul-
nerabilities.

“Alongside that there is a dimin-
ishing public purse. Gone are the
days when we can ask the council to
fund endless projects.

“We have got one chance in a gen-
eration to do this for York. I don’t
think we will get another round of
funding to create this launch. We
need to get this off the ground and
up and running now.”

The BID area covers all rate-pay-
ing businesses within the inner ring
road, as well as some areas facing it,
including Foss Islands, the Barbican
and the railway station.

The current proposals are to use
funds raised to address four ar-
eas; appearance and environment,
events and festivals, safety, and busi-
ness support.

Steve Hughes, who is leading the
consultation, said: “Feedback is re-
ally important for the BID to work
as finding out about issues facing
businesses in the city centre, and ad-
dressing them is what it’s all about.

“It’s a way of businesses working

together to get the improvements
they want to see. It’s about enabling
the businesses to take ownership of
the area in which they operate. If we
don’t do this now, its difficult to see
where the money is going to come
from to invest in the city centre.”

Delegates at the event heard there
are more than 200 BIDs currently in
operation in the UK including north-
ern cities such as Leeds, Newcastle,
Manchester and Sheffield.

The York proposals have already
received backing from HSBC, His-
cox, Boots and Aviva, as well as
independent companies, with Neil
Settersfield, manager of York’s Fen-
wick and Sophie Jewett, managing
director of York Cocoa House, both
speaking at the event to add their
support.

Consultation documents need to
be returned by May 31, after which
a business plan for the BID company
will be created.

A postal ballot will then be
launched in November, with a 51 per
cent vote in favour needed before a
not-for-profit BID company can be
created in April 2016.

SOUNDING OUT: The team behind the launch of the BID Consultation at the Aviva Building in York
Picture: Frank Dwyer
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PureNet in
European
awardwin
A YORK-BASED agency which
provides e-commerce solutions
for businesses has won a
European IT award.
PureNet, based in York Business
Park, took home an IT Europa
award after winning Vertical
Market Solution of the Year at the
IT Europa European Software
Excellence Awards 2015.
PureNet’s chief executive Paul
Gibson, and sales and marketing
director Paul Doherty,
represented the agency
alongside an audience of more
than 350 people from businesses
around Europe, with a total of 83
companies from 32 European
countries making the final
shortlist.
The solution that won the award,
which is PureNet’s fifth IT Europa
Award, was an online self-service
portal designed and built by
PureNet for client Albany
Assistance.
The solution picked up the award
due to its use of leading edge
technology to give Albany
Assistance a business
advantage.
Mr Gibson, said: “It is an honour
to have won our fifth IT Europa
Award and we are thrilled that our
Albany Assistance portal
solution has been recognised in
this fantastic way.”

Visitor boom
at theme park
NORTH Yorkshire visitor
attraction Lightwater Valley has
welcomed an 11 per cent increase
in year-on-year visitor numbers
over the Easter period.
The rise comes after a £350,000
investment in a new Jurassic
Adventure Golf course and
Vintage Car Rally ride, which are
due to open at the theme park
near Ripon in May.
Next month also sees the first
Adrenaline Weekend take place
with rally challenge, zip wire and
bungee jumping experiences.
Mark Bainbridge, general
manager at Lightwater Valley
said: “It’s been a really positive
start to the season with
thousands already visiting since
the gates opened at the end of
March.”
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‘Behave, or you will be
barred from every pub’
LICENSEES are sending out a
united message to anyone who uses
violent or criminal behaviour in their
premises, by banning them from
every pub in Ryedale.
Members of the three Ryedale

Pubwatch schemes – Malton/Nor-
ton, Helmsley/Kirkbymoorside and
Pickering – have agreed to support
each other in an attempt to reduce
violent incidents and criminal or dis-
orderly behaviour in bars and pubs
in all five towns.
A “banned from one pub, banned

Picture: Anna Gowthorpe

Gazette
winners
A TOWN primary
school punched
above its weight to
win a new sports kit
courtesy of the
Gazette & Herald.
Helmsley Primary
School won the Win a
Sports Kit for Your
Local Team
competition after
collecting the most
tokens published in
the newspaper in
February and March.
The kit will be
provided by Emblazon
and is worth up to
£500.
School administrator
Helen Fisher said:
“We are thrilled to
have won and the
children were
delighted. The whole
community was
behind the school,
which was lovely and
we’re really grateful.”
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By Karen Darley
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Twitter @KarenGazette

from all pubs” scheme is being
introduced and any person who
assaults a member of staff, assaults
a customer, uses or sells drugs, dam-
ages property or uses anti-social be-
haviour will be barred from entering
any venue that is a member of the
Pubwatch scheme for an indefinite
period, depending on the severity of
the incident.

Landlords and the police want to
promote a safe, secure environment
in all licensed premises to help
reduce alcohol-related crime.
Inspector Andy Everitt, head of

Ryedale police, said: “Owners and
staff working in pubs across Ryedale
are united in preventing incidents
of violence, disorder and anti-social
behaviour. Offenders should not
be surprised to find themselves ar-
rested and charged.”
Pubwatch members use a ring-

round system to share information

about criminal or disorderly behav-
iour quickly and efficiently with each
other and the police.
The police also provide photo-

graphs to assist staff in identifying
customers barred by Pubwatch.
Members meet regularly to discuss

issues relating to social responsibil-
ity and the safety of customers and
visitors to the area and will now be
looking at how licensees can work
together to create an environment
whereby all businesses can benefit

l Continued on page 2

Pubwatch steps up anti-violence campaign by introducing blanket ban
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Published Booking
Deadline

Send to
Production

Alteration
Deadline

All Copy
Complete

Monday 16.30 Thursday 17:30 Thursday 14:00 Friday 16:30 Friday

Tuesday: 16.30 Friday 17:30 Friday 14:00 Monday 16:30 Monday

Wednesday 16:30 Monday 17:30 Monday 14:00 Tuesday 16:30 Tuesday

Thursday 16:30 Tuesday 17:30 Tuesday 14:00 Wednesday 16:30 Wednesday

Friday 16:30 Wednesday 17:30 Wednesday 14:00 Thursday 16:30 Thursday

Saturday 16:30 Thursday 17:30 Thursday 14:00 Friday 16:30 Friday

Published Booking
Deadline

Send to
Production

Alteration
Deadline

All Copy
Complete

Wednesday 13:00 Monday 16:00 Monday 14:00 Tuesday 16:30 Tuesday



The Press   |   Gazette & Herald   |   Living   |   The Northern Farmer   |   www.yorkpress.co.uk   |   www.gazetteherald.co.uk

Newspaper Column 
Measurements 
x1 ...............27mm

x2 .............. 56mm

x3 .............. 85mm

x4 .............114mm

x5 ............ 143mm

x6 ............ 172mm

x7 ............ 201mm

x8 ............230mm

x9 ............259mm

x18..........546mm

Advertising Checklist

•  Is the advertisment the 
correct dimensions? 
Publication sizes are 
shown top right.

•  Embed or vectorise all 
fonts in your eps or pdf file.

•  All colours need to be 
CMYK separated.

•  Do not save files in JPG 
FORMAT as they may not 
print correctly.

•  Use minimum 14pt serif 
and 12pt sans serif for 
coloured text.

FILE FORMATS

Artwork to be supplied as a pdf or eps file.

COLOUR

Files	should	be	saved	as	CMYK	colour	ONLY.	No	other	
colour specification method will produce correct 
results. All Pantone colours and other Colour Matching 
Systems should be converted to CMYK before delivery. 
Similarly colour halftones should be saved as CMYK not 
RGB, Indexed Colour or any other colour mode.

NEWSPAPER ARTWORK (COLOUR) - 200DPI

Dot gain: Standard 35% @ 50% 
Ink colours: SWOP Newsprint 
Black ink limit: 70% 
Total ink limit: 285%

MAGAzINE ARTWORK (COLOUR) - 300DPI

Dot gain: SWOP coated 20% @ 50% 
Ink colours: SWOP coated  
Black ink limit: 90% 
Total ink limit: 320%

MONO - 200DPI

Dot gain: Standard 35% at 50%

Lineart should be saved at 400dpi (text) or 800dpi if 
tints are included.

BLACK TEXT

Black text is to be supplied 100% K, not CMYK 
separated.

FONTS

Fonts should be embedded or converted to outlines.

ADVERTS UTILISING WHITE SPACE 

In circumstances where an advert 
has to appear with no defined 
border e.g. white space filling the 
advert area; it is essential that 
adverts of this nature contain a 
white box the exact dimensions 
of the overall advert, to ensure 
our automatic download system 
recognises the defined area.

Print Technical Specification |21

Print Technical 
Specifications

Any artwork sent in complete cannot be re-sized or amended in any way.
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Online 
Technical 
Specifications
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Newspaper Masthead Search
A

D

E

C

B

F Specification
Key Position Size (Width by Height)
A Skin* 1280px by 960px
B	 Leaderboard**	 728px	by	90px
C High Vis 280px by 130px
D MPU 300px by 250px
E Skyscraper 120px by 600px
F Mini Banner 300px by 60px
G Billboard 960px x 250px 
H Adhesion Banner (mobile only) 320px x 50px
I Double Height MPU 300px by 600px

100%iPad

Newspaper Masthead Search

G

Newspaper Masthead

H
* Skin campaigns consist of a skin (the artwork used for the left and right), 

extended leaderboard (960px x 106px), billboard and adhesion banner.
**A mobile leaderboard is also required in GIF format, 320px by 50px.

***An expanded leaderboard is also required as a GIF 
or SWF file; 728px by 300px .

Newspaper Masthead Search

I

Newspaper Masthead Search
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HOUSE THAT
JACK BUILT

Page 87

‘Behave, or you will be
barred from every pub’
LICENSEES are sending out a
united message to anyone who uses
violent or criminal behaviour in their
premises, by banning them from
every pub in Ryedale.
Members of the three Ryedale

Pubwatch schemes – Malton/Nor-
ton, Helmsley/Kirkbymoorside and
Pickering – have agreed to support
each other in an attempt to reduce
violent incidents and criminal or dis-
orderly behaviour in bars and pubs
in all five towns.
A “banned from one pub, banned

Picture: Anna Gowthorpe

Gazette
winners
A TOWN primary
school punched
above its weight to
win a new sports kit
courtesy of the
Gazette & Herald.
Helmsley Primary
School won the Win a
Sports Kit for Your
Local Team
competition after
collecting the most
tokens published in
the newspaper in
February and March.
The kit will be
provided by Emblazon
and is worth up to
£500.
School administrator
Helen Fisher said:
“We are thrilled to
have won and the
children were
delighted. The whole
community was
behind the school,
which was lovely and
we’re really grateful.”

WEEKEND
Page 29

MOTORING
NEWS

PAGE 67

JOIN THE TOUR WITH OUR SOUVENIR POSTER PAGE 36

gazette@gazetteherald.co.uk

By Karen Darley
karen.darley@gazetteherald.co.uk
Twitter @KarenGazette

from all pubs” scheme is being
introduced and any person who
assaults a member of staff, assaults
a customer, uses or sells drugs, dam-
ages property or uses anti-social be-
haviour will be barred from entering
any venue that is a member of the
Pubwatch scheme for an indefinite
period, depending on the severity of
the incident.

Landlords and the police want to
promote a safe, secure environment
in all licensed premises to help
reduce alcohol-related crime.
Inspector Andy Everitt, head of

Ryedale police, said: “Owners and
staff working in pubs across Ryedale
are united in preventing incidents
of violence, disorder and anti-social
behaviour. Offenders should not
be surprised to find themselves ar-
rested and charged.”
Pubwatch members use a ring-

round system to share information

about criminal or disorderly behav-
iour quickly and efficiently with each
other and the police.
The police also provide photo-

graphs to assist staff in identifying
customers barred by Pubwatch.
Members meet regularly to discuss

issues relating to social responsibil-
ity and the safety of customers and
visitors to the area and will now be
looking at how licensees can work
together to create an environment
whereby all businesses can benefit

l Continued on page 2

Pubwatch steps up anti-violence campaign by introducing blanket ban

thepress.co.uk @yorkpress

£700,000 HANDED BACK TO LENDAL BRIDGE DRIVERS: PAGE 3

5-STAR HOTEL
TO DOUBLE
INSIZE YORK’S only five-star hotel is set

to double in size through a £15
million investment that will cre-
ate 45 jobs and 107 new rooms.

The owner of the Grand Hotel
& Spa, formerly the Cedar Court
Grand, has bought a neighbour-
ing empty office block, which it
plans to turn into an extension of
its historic Grade II listed hotel in
Station Rise.
• Turn to Page 5

BY LAURA KNOWLSON
Business editor
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Mother
arrested
over child
cruelty
A MOTHER has been
arrested on suspicion of
child cruelty after concerns
were raised for the safety of
her children.
Paramedics called police to

a property in the north of
York at 8.30am on Tuesday
when the alarm was raised
for the children’s welfare,
and they are now being
cared for by social services.
The 29-year-old woman was

taken into custody.
It is believed one of the chil-
dren had been unintention-
ally hurt by another child,
when washing powder was
poured over their head.
Yorkshire Ambulance

Service would not confirm
whether any of the young-
sters were taken to hospital,
nor say who called the emer-
gency services.
The mum was arrested at

9.15am at the home on sus-
picion of child cruelty and
possessing cannabis and is
currently being questioned
by police officers.

£15m investment to create 45 new jobs

ABOVE: An artist’s impression
showing Roman House office
block in Rougier Street, York,
which the Cedar Court Hotel
wants to convert into 107
rooms

RIGHT: Hotel manager Maria
Florou outside Roman House

Picture: Nigel Holland
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TOP MAN:
Whippet owner
is a business
high-flyer

PAGE18

ACCLAIM:
Four local firms
win royal seal
of approval
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Your weekly commerce and industry section including all the latest Situations Vacant

The BID to keep
York competing

ByLauraKnowlson
Business Editor

laura.knowlson@thepress.co.uk

MORE than 1,000 businesses in York
city centre are being consulted over
plans to raise almost £4.4 million over
the next five years to improve the
city’s economic environment.

Stakeholders were invited yester-
day to the official launch of the York
Business Improvement District (BID)
consultation phase, which will see
1,300 businesses within the inner ring
road asked for their views on the pro-
posals over the coming months.

If approved, the BID scheme will
raise in the region of £878,000 annu-
ally through imposing a levy on busi-
nesses, equating to one per cent of
the rateable value of their business.

The money will then be spent on
improvement schemes, jointly agreed
upon by business owners within the
BID.

Adam Sinclair, chairman of City
Team York, which is leading the
BID proposals, and managing direc-
tor of Mulberry Hall, said: “York is
largely thriving, but it does exist in

an increasingly-competitive market
place, and is facing increasing vul-
nerabilities.

“Alongside that there is a dimin-
ishing public purse. Gone are the
days when we can ask the council to
fund endless projects.

“We have got one chance in a gen-
eration to do this for York. I don’t
think we will get another round of
funding to create this launch. We
need to get this off the ground and
up and running now.”

The BID area covers all rate-pay-
ing businesses within the inner ring
road, as well as some areas facing it,
including Foss Islands, the Barbican
and the railway station.

The current proposals are to use
funds raised to address four ar-
eas; appearance and environment,
events and festivals, safety, and busi-
ness support.

Steve Hughes, who is leading the
consultation, said: “Feedback is re-
ally important for the BID to work
as finding out about issues facing
businesses in the city centre, and ad-
dressing them is what it’s all about.

“It’s a way of businesses working

together to get the improvements
they want to see. It’s about enabling
the businesses to take ownership of
the area in which they operate. If we
don’t do this now, its difficult to see
where the money is going to come
from to invest in the city centre.”

Delegates at the event heard there
are more than 200 BIDs currently in
operation in the UK including north-
ern cities such as Leeds, Newcastle,
Manchester and Sheffield.

The York proposals have already
received backing from HSBC, His-
cox, Boots and Aviva, as well as
independent companies, with Neil
Settersfield, manager of York’s Fen-
wick and Sophie Jewett, managing
director of York Cocoa House, both
speaking at the event to add their
support.

Consultation documents need to
be returned by May 31, after which
a business plan for the BID company
will be created.

A postal ballot will then be
launched in November, with a 51 per
cent vote in favour needed before a
not-for-profit BID company can be
created in April 2016.

SOUNDING OUT: The team behind the launch of the BID Consultation at the Aviva Building in York
Picture: Frank Dwyer

See More online

For the latest business
news and views go to

thepress.co.uk

PureNet in
European
awardwin
A YORK-BASED agency which
provides e-commerce solutions
for businesses has won a
European IT award.
PureNet, based in York Business
Park, took home an IT Europa
award after winning Vertical
Market Solution of the Year at the
IT Europa European Software
Excellence Awards 2015.
PureNet’s chief executive Paul
Gibson, and sales and marketing
director Paul Doherty,
represented the agency
alongside an audience of more
than 350 people from businesses
around Europe, with a total of 83
companies from 32 European
countries making the final
shortlist.
The solution that won the award,
which is PureNet’s fifth IT Europa
Award, was an online self-service
portal designed and built by
PureNet for client Albany
Assistance.
The solution picked up the award
due to its use of leading edge
technology to give Albany
Assistance a business
advantage.
Mr Gibson, said: “It is an honour
to have won our fifth IT Europa
Award and we are thrilled that our
Albany Assistance portal
solution has been recognised in
this fantastic way.”

Visitor boom
at theme park
NORTH Yorkshire visitor
attraction Lightwater Valley has
welcomed an 11 per cent increase
in year-on-year visitor numbers
over the Easter period.
The rise comes after a £350,000
investment in a new Jurassic
Adventure Golf course and
Vintage Car Rally ride, which are
due to open at the theme park
near Ripon in May.
Next month also sees the first
Adrenaline Weekend take place
with rally challenge, zip wire and
bungee jumping experiences.
Mark Bainbridge, general
manager at Lightwater Valley
said: “It’s been a really positive
start to the season with
thousands already visiting since
the gates opened at the end of
March.”

In association with
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To advertise in our publications  
call one of our experienced  
team members

Auctions 01904 676402 

Display Advertising 01904 567170

Entertainments/Holidays 01904 676403

Personal Announcements 
BDMs/Private Motors 01274 705101

Private Articles for Sale 01904 676404 

Property 01904 676406 

Public Notices team 01274 705102

Recruitment Team 01274 705106 

Sales & Services  01904 676407 

Trade Motors 01904 676408 
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